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Introduction 

The Australian Croquet Association (ACA) has been incorporated in the ACT since 10 
February, 1992. Prior to the Annual General Meeting held on Monday 23 March, 2015, the 
Association had a Council consisting of twelve delegates, two from each State Association 
and an Executive charged with its day to day operation. 

At that AGM, Council unanimously adopted the new Constitution which is based on the 
Australian Sports Commission Constitution template; Mandatory Sports and Governance 
Principles. It is a requirement that any change to an Association’s Model Rules be lodged 
with the ACT Office of Regulatory Services. Approval was received and from Thursday 9 
April, 2015, the Australian Croquet Association moved from an Executive and Council to a 
Board Structure. 
 

Members 

 

The ACA is made up of six voting members –  

 

 Croquet New South Wales Incorporated (includes the ACT) 

 Croquet Association Queensland Incorporated 

 South Australian Croquet Association Incorporated 

Tasmanian Croquet Association Incorporated 

The Victorian Croquet Association Incorporated 

The West Australian Croquet Association Incorporated  

 

Meetings 

 

The Annual General Meeting (AGM) was held in Adelaide on Monday 26th March, the day 

following the conclusion of the Eire Cup. 

 

The Special General Meeting (SGM) was held the day after the Interstate Shield in Newcastle 

on Monday 17th September. 

 

Member of two World Bodies 

 

ACA is a full member of the World Croquet Federation and a member of the World Gateball 

Union. 

 

Financial Year 

 

ACA’s Financial Years runs from 1 January to 31 December. 
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Banking 

 

The ACA has two accounts – Operating Accounts to receive income and Treasurer’s Account 

for expenditure. 

 

Investments 

 

At the end of the 2018 Financial Year ACA had two investment portfolios – BT Financial 

Group (Westpac Australian Properties Fund) and MLC Share Fund and three term deposits. 

 

Goods and Services Tax 

 

The Australian Croquet Association is registered for GST. 

 

Board 

 

As per the guidelines set out in the ACA Constitution, the new Board was elected at the 2018 

Annual General Meeting.  

 

Directors –  

Megan Fardon – Chair 

Mike Cohn – Deputy Chair 

Don Close – Treasurer 

Graeme Thomas – Secretary 

Jim Nicholls 

Tony McArthur 

Mary Marsland 
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2018 ACA Board  

Left to Right: Tony McArthur, Mike Cohn, Megan Fardon, Don Close, Graeme Thomas, Jim 

Nicholls and Mary Marsland (Absent). 

 

Appointed Officers      

 

Association Croquet 

High Performance Manager – Peter Landrebe 

 

National Co-ordinator Refereeing – Mike Cohn 

 

National Co-Ordinator Coaching – Greg Whymark  

 

Gateball National Co-Ordinator Gateball – John Park 

 

Golf Croquet 

High Performance Manager – Ron McBride / Martin Clarke  

 

National Co-Ordinator Refereeing – Jim Clement 

 

National Co-Ordinator Coaching – Ron McBride 
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Under 21 Croquet 

National Co-Ordinator – Jacky McDonald 

 

National Handicapper – Gareth Denyer 

 

Archivist - Martin Clarke 

 

Australian Representation 

WCF AC Laws Committee – Liz Fleming 

 

WCF GC Rules Committee – Gordon Matthews 

 

WCF Management Committee – Peter Landrebe 

 

Complaints Officer – Rob Murray 

 

Committees 

 

Tournament 

Trevor Bassett, Chair 

Terry Ericson 

 

Events 

Peter Freer, Chair 

Peter Tracey 

 

AC Selection 

Anne Quinn, Chair 

Trevor Bassett 

Martin Clarke 

Peter Landrebe  

 

GC Selection 

Terry Ericson, Chair 

Anne Quinn 

John Arney 

Martin Clarke (HPM) 

Peter Landrebe (Trans- Tasman Captain) 
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Statement from the Chair – Megan Fardon 

 

The first official ACA event was the Under 21 Golf Croquet Tournament played in Hobart. 

This was an event popular with the younger Tasmanian golf croquet players. February 2018 

saw twenty Association Croquet players contesting the World Championships in Wellington, 

New Zealand.  

 

Next the Board was busy going through the process of selecting a new Executive Officer. 

Graeme Thomas had been holding the office administration together from his home in 

Adelaide until the executive officer commenced employment. Rob Murray was successful and 

started his new role in March. Rob attended the AGM in Adelaide in March and was 

introduced to the croquet players assembled for the Eire Cup and Annual General Meeting. 

The AGM saw the reelection of Graeme Thomas and Mike Cohn to the Board, with Graeme 

taking on the role of Secretary to the Board. The position held by Murray Tinker, who did not 

seek reelection, remained vacant. There were only the two nominations. A big thank you 

goes to Murray Tinker for his efforts and counsel on the board. The Board then sort 

expressions of interest for the vacant board position.  

 

April saw the Association Croquet Trans-Tasman Team come together to oppose their New 

Zealand counterparts in Wynnum, Queensland. This was a well-run event utilising the skills of 

Liz and Bruce Fleming, thank you to the Wynnum Club. The formalities of an Anzac Service 

were in the mix of the format and were respectively performed. Congratulations to the team 

under the Captaincy of Greg Fletcher.  

 

Mid way through the year Graeme Thomas and I went to Canberra to meet with Rob Murray 

and determine how the role of executive officer was unfolding. I copy of the ACA Annual 

Report was delivered to the office of the Australian Sports Commission, now known as Sport 

Australia. The agreement with Sport Australia to maintain our standing as a recognised sport 

has not come forward. We still wait to be informed.  

 

Mary Marsland from South Australia joined the Board. Mary accepted the board position to fill 

the casual vacancy. Mary comes with lots of board experience and we value her knowledge.  

The Finance Committee consisting of the Treasurer, Don Close, Finance Assistant, Anne 

Mann and Board members Jim Nicholls and Tony McArthur had been meeting through the 

year and dealing with the issues that arose due to the Board’s budget decisions. Stopping the 

publication of the magazine was a sad decision which is to be replaced by an active website 

and an online version in the future. The other was the removal of cash prizes for winners 

which was not well received.  
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September saw the Board meet face to face in Newcastle with a Special General Meeting 

followed by a discussion Forum. Thanks to all the State Delegates who attended and the 

Queensland suggestion to involve the university demographic playing croquet was given 

approval to start a pilot programme. Marketing to different ethnic groups was also a topic of 

discussion.  

 

The Board extended condolences to Board Member Tony McArthur on the passing of his 

wife. Tony took time to evaluate his board responsibilities and decided to resign. The Board 

thank Tony for his valuable input.  

 

November was the ACA Association Croquet Doubles and Singles at Cairnlea. This event 

attracted a sponsor and was greatly received by the players and the association Thank you to 

all the staff at Parbery Consulting, we hope to see your support next year. Please  

consider the services that the team at Parbery offer.  

 

December was the introduction to the new ACA website after much time and effort put in by 

Graeme Thomas and Rob Murray. The initial launch had a few hiccups and our event entry 

system is still a work in progress. Please bear with us.  

 

There have been expressions of interest in being selected for the Golf Croquet Trans-

Tasman to be played again in April 2019. Thank you to all the people on both the Selection 

Committee for a great job. The Team is now in training for the contest under the direction of 

the new High-Performance Manager for Golf Croquet, Martin Clarke.  

 

I would like to thank all Officer Bearers and Committee Members for their valuable volunteer 

work in furthering the many forms of Croquet. I would like to extend my good wishes to all 

croquet players, may 2019 be a good year.  

Megan Fardon, Chair 

 

State Reports 

 

South Australia 

 

2018 was a year of milestones and challenges for Croquet SA.   

March 2018 brought SA’s turn to host the ACA Gold Medal, the AC Men’s and Women’s 

Championship and the Eire Cup team competition.  A small group of organisers successfully 

organised the event.  A highlight of the event was the reception at Government House on the 

eve of the Eire Cup commencement.  From a playing point of view the events were a huge 

success for SA, with our representatives winning the Gold Medal, Men’s Championship, Men’s 

plate, Women’s plate and the Eire Cup.  An outstanding achievement at home in our Centenary 

year. 
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Hot on the heels of the National Championships Croquet SA celebrated the Centenary of its 

founding in May 1918.  This was another major challenge, which was left to one or two 

volunteers to arrange.  We were pleased to welcome our Patron the Lord Mayor and the Lady 

Mayoress, who attended and enjoyed a game of croquet with two of our elite players, before 

partaking of lunch and cutting our celebration cake.  The Centenary event was registered as 

part of History Week in SA and we are appreciative that the Adelaide City Council provided a 

grant towards defraying the costs involved.  Visitors on the day were able to try Association, 

Golf and Gateball. 

 

Member numbers remain static –our additions are offset by the high rate of natural attrition that 

is prevalent in this sport.  It is pleasing that overall numbers of players competing in SACA 

events has increased over the last 12 months.  The first Gateball competition was held at 

Croquet SA over the Easter weekend and though numbers were small if was a great success 

and an enjoyable tournament.  The National GC handicap singles and doubles was held for 

the first time in November. Entries for the event were low and the competition meant a lot of 

effort for little reward.  In January 2019 we were pleased to host the National u/21 GC 

championships.  The skills and enthusiasm of these young competitors was a pleasure to 

watch. We continue to work with schools and relevant stakeholders to progress croquet within 

schools and are pleased that after our request Croquet Australia has joined the Sporting 

Schools program. 

 

We continue to receive many enquiries to hire the facilities for croquet parties which provides 

a moderate source of income and affords the opportunity to showcase the venue and introduce 

a relatively large number of people to the sport at once. 

 

We have just completed an upgrade of our playing lights to LED at the headquarters on Hutt 

Road and are enjoying the benefits of this. Planning continues to expand the lawns at this 

venue to cope with demand.  

 

Many people have also been introduced to croquet through the Hammer Time programmed 

which has expanded this year during the warmer months. The psychological change for 

members is a challenge and is a very gradual process. Clubs are starting to realise that 

Hammer Time is merely a name for a come and try and offers recognition and branding for 

community members and the need for clubs to diversify. Participating clubs welcome the 

ongoing hands on support from Croquet SA to promote the sessions. We welcome any state 

or club to come onboard this very successful program which has a solid online following and 

could be used to promote a Hammer Time event anywhere in Australia. 

 

We continue to successfully use social media to promote our sport and activities and are 

helping more and more clubs to use Facebook effectively and network together on these 

platforms. 
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We have formed mutually beneficial partnerships with three new sponsors over the past year 

and continue to nurture and develop these relationships as well as pursue new opportunities. 

The annual Strategic Forum was held in July with members and a new Operations Plan was 

formulated.  Like all sports we continue to be challenged by the dearth of volunteers to assist 

with the running of all aspects of the organisation, however the board and committees work 

hard and continue to provide leadership, guidance and support for members, pursue new 

initiatives, meet our obligations to stakeholders and fair and timely governance.  

 

With an aging membership the challenge for clubs will be to recognise and accept the need to 

continually run community programmes such as Hammer Time to attract new players to 

overcome natural attrition and ensure their survival long term. 

 

Eileen Ferguson 

President  

Croquet SA 

 

Western Australia 

 

The Year has been a busy one for the management committee. The first meeting of the year 

saw us take on new technology and utilize skype to include to new members from Geraldton 

and Narrogin. Kay Chenowyth and Tony Hughes-Owen have bought a regional and rural 

element to our discussions and deliberations. It has been a great insight. 

 

The State GC Coach held a women’s coaching weekend in November, this was well attended 

and enjoyed by all. Croquetwest applied for and received a grant to help run this weekend. 

 

Our December meeting was dedicated to two issues which needed discussion: a paper 

outlining the decline in Association Croquet play and entrants in AC events. This issue was 

handed to a working group with the brief of coming up with a strategy and then an action 

plan. The other topic was to review our Strategic Plan. The Strategic Plan was reduced to 

make a more pragmatic and achievable plan which was then ratified at our next meeting and 

published for comment. 

 

The WA Sports Star of the year awards were held at the new Optus Stadium and it was a 

prestigious event with our GC State Team, GC State Coach, Martin Clarke, GC State Team 

Captain, Chris McWhirter and MacRobertson Shield Captain Ian Dummerage up for 

nominations in various categories. This event is held every year and is hosted by the WA  

Sports Federation. 

 

The first Presidents meeting of the year was held at Narrogin CC and was chaired by Janine 

McHardy, it was well attended by the country clubs.  
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A second Presidents meeting was held Gosnells CC which I chaired. Following on from the 

published minutes from the fist meeting there was a good attendance at Gosnells. The 

agenda item of the two-tier membership evaluation drew considerable discussion and it was 

highlighted that a governance failing was about to happen. This was in regard to the Special 

General Meeting to vote on the motions passed at the AGM 20917. 

 

I would like to thank the Cambridge CC Development Sub Committee for drawing up the 

notice of meeting and motions that were voted on at the Special General Meeting on 30 June 

2017. Unfortunately, the motions did not receive a 75%positive vote and lapsed. 

 

The Treasurer presented a Budget as the financial year ended. This was subsequently 

reviewed in September when it was determined that additional grant money was not 

available. Thank you to the Treasurer, Michael Murphy and Janine McHardy for completing 

submissions, reviews and census with the Department to maintain the monies we received. 

 

The lack of funding is a burden hitting the whole sporting industry in WA. 

 

Thank you to retiring management committee members Janine Mchardy – Secretary, Tony 

Hughes-Owen, Matthew Whitfield and Sandy Boon. Your efforts support and enthusiasm has 

been greatly appreciated. 

 

The year culminates in our Trophy presentations and I would like to congratulate all the 

winners. There has been WA representation at national level with Jeff Newcombe and Janine 

Hawker playing in the WCF AC World Championship in Wellington NZ, with Janine Hawker 

and Fluer Brockway attending as reserves in the AC Trans-Tasman event in Wynum QLD. 

AT the moment Brett McHardy is attending the WCF GC over 50 events in Egypt. 

 

At the national level there are our two state teams, AC in the Eire Cup and GC in the inter 

State Shield well done. To all entrants in the men’s and women’s singles AC and GC and to 

our Gold Medal representatives at AC and GC, your many hours of practice have served you 

well. 

 

2018/19 is a big year for WA as we host the Eire Cup in March. Please step forward and offer 

services to make this a memorable tournament. 

 

Lastly a huge thankyou to all the volunteers that undertake the many roles that keep this 

wonderful organisation performing, Thank You. 

 

Megan Fardon – President Croquetwest 
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Tasmania 

 

The State Executive has undergone a massive change with many office bearers choosing to 

retire. This enabled some new faces to join the committee and look towards advancing 

croquet throughout Tasmania. A supportive and well-credentialed team was assembled at the 

11th hour, thank you all for assisting the TCA. 

 

Back in June, Kingston Club attracted many mainland competitors to their 19 point golf 

competition with Robert Fletcher winning. This was played in great spirit on well prepared 

lawns and was enjoyed by all. Everyone is now looking forward even more, to this event this 

year.  

 

AC Laws and Referee re-accreditation day was held in September and successfully run by 

Lizzie Bassett, this was well attended and can only help everyone’s games by having a good 

working knowledge of laws. 

 

The Northern Tasmanian Croquet Centre has been working hard preparing their lawns ready 

for GC Nationals in 2020, they are being complimented regularly on their lawns which are 

improving rapidly, huge thankyou to the able team of volunteers. Works are now underway to 

establish a full complement of 8 full size lawns, this requires the re-location of some parts of 

the sprinkler system, which will take place prior to late April 2019. 

 

All clubs need volunteers and Tasmania is no different. I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank all members who assist around their clubs to enable us all to enjoy playing croquet. 

 

Competitions have been well supported over the year with many new players getting 

involved, which is great to see. 

 

Coaching has continued throughout the year with hardworking club members. But special 

mention of Ian Bassett should occur, as he is always willing to assist all levels of players, ably 

assisted by his wife Lizzie. 

 

We recently enjoyed a day at Government House where a Mayoral Challenge was played 

between Mayors from across the State. Even the governor’s husband picked up a mallet and 

played, on two modified smaller lawns. A light lunch was kindly provided and many key 

members of staff were present. An invitation to use the facility for croquet was kindly 

accepted and plans for events or gala days are currently in motion. 

 

Our website has continued to have Forte Web Design provide technical support and key 

advice. As Sally Liggins our web administrator is stepping down in May the TCA will be 

endeavoring to automate more functions subject to quotes being assessed. Thanks Sally for 
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your efforts on this front, an able replacement is currently being sought, and hopefully we will 

find a willing replacement soon. 

 

As mentioned last year Eastern Shore is still investigating the possibility of a new four court 

venue. Newtown has also been approached with the chance of relocation, but this is seen as 

an exercise some years in the future. Both are subject to local council action.  

 

Our treasurer Peter Tracey has been working diligently to change the financial year for the 

TCA this will be brought to the Tasmanian AGM in May. 

 

Leigh Herington 

 

President, Croquet Tasmania 

 

Committee Reports 

 

Events Committee 

 

Golf Croquet Selection Committee 

Activity 

5-8 May ACA GC Open Doubles 

8-11 September ACA Men’s Open Singles 

8-11 September ACA Women’s Open Singles 

12-16 September Interstate Shield 

12-14 January ACA U21 Championship 

2-9 February WCF Women’s World GC Championships New Zealand 

15-17 February ACA President’s 8s 

25-29 April GC Trans-Tasman Test Series 

 

Future Selection has been made for: 

2019 U21 GC World Championship England 20-24 July 

2019 GC World Championship England 27 July- August 4 

  Discussions on 2010 GC World Team Championship Tier 1 New Zealand 6-12 January 

 

2019 saw an over subscription to the ACA GC Men’s Open Singles in the Hunter Valley. 

We were delighted to see such a high level of support from Junior players in the ACA U21 competition in Adelaide.  

This competition is growing stronger each year. 

 

The WCF Women’s Worlds EOI was also oversubscribed and Australia is well represented in this competition. 

The ACA President’s 8s saw the introduction of a one-off 4 Wild Card option for Selectors.  

The reasoning behind this request was to consolidate the Australian players in the GC TT Team.  

It was an excellent opportunity to review players’ performances in readiness for the GC TT.  
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The Selectors do agree that this process was problematic reserves on the list for the President’s 8s. 

2020 will see the return of only 2 Wild Card option for the President’s 8s. 

 

The GC TT scheduled date was moved 5 months forward and this was not ideal for Selectors nor players. 

A Trans-Tasman Squad was named and a final GC TT Team was formed from players within this Squad.  

Four reserves have also been named for the GC TT Team. Jamie Gumbrell was a successful U21 GC Scholarship applicant. 

 

Future Recommendations:  

Tighten the entry criteria for the ACA President’s 8s to prevent overseas players from entering. 

Recommending a 3-month residency requirement with an ACA affiliation. 

To provide more clarity for the use of Wild Cards for ACA competitions. 

 

Yours in Croquet 

Terry Ericson 

ACA Chair of Golf Croquet Selectors 

March 2019 

 
 

 

 

Gateball  

 

Gate ball’s big event for 2018 was the World Championships in Brazil. ACA funding was 

appreciated and an Australian Team (Kew,) were the first to ever progress beyond the pool 

stage.  

 

Level one coaches continued to be trained in Qld and CNSW. Gateball has discussed ideas 

for level 2 and looks forward to this development. Draft materials have been posted on the 

GB website 

 

The game is now played in all 5 mainland states and for the first time ever, players from all 5 

mainland states participated in the CNSW State Championships late in the year. ACA funds 

were crucial in supporting the involvement of players from WA. The players in question were 

engaged in a scheduled training program at the event. 

 

 

The referee committee met by google group early in the year and introduced changes that 

brought gateball processes ever closer to those of other codes while still retaining WGU 

requirements. Keith McCleod attended a rules meeting in Tokyo largely funded by the WGU 

but with the difference being made up by the ACA 
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www.gateball.com.au continues to serve a valuable function of uniting the dispersed Gateball 

community. Around 50 news stories were posted. All Gateball events in Australia are posted. 

Useful information on refereeing, coach and other matters are also available. 

 

Coordinator Reports 

 

ACA NATIONAL COORDTNATOR U21 CROQUET REPORT 2018 

 

The 2018 Australian Under 21 Australian Championships were held in Hobart on 20tr -22"d 

January. This was the third Singles Championship and the inaugural Doubles Championship. 

There were no interstate competitors but there were still nine entries in the singles and four in 

the doubles. The Tasmanian U12 Championship was held concurrently with four enthusiastic 

entries. The Tournament Manager was Graham Keating and the Tournament Referee Peter 

Tracey. Results Singles Silas Hamilton (Eastern Shore CC) beat Curtis Mead (Latrobe CC) 

4/7 ,714 716 Doubles Silas Hamilton & Tim Harmsen (Eastem Shore) beat Curtis Mead 

(Latrobe) and Miley Fleming (Kingston) in the third game after time had been called. 

 

During the year there has been one face to face meeting and two skype meetings. Minutes of 

all meetings have been forwarded to the ACA Board and to the U21 Liaison. The State GC 

Directors are as follows: - QLD Terry Ericson, VIC Jim Clements, NSW Jacky McDonald, TAS 

Peter Tracey, SA Barry Haydon and WA Kay Chynoweth. The main topics of discussion have 

been ways and means of promoting croquet to younger players. All states have conducted 

school and vacation activities but rarely have had juniors affiliate. 

 

The State GC Directors did decide that the U21 Australian Championships should be rotated 

around the states. That will mean that for the next two years they will be held in West 

Australia and then Queensland. This will give all states a chance to promote croquet for 

juniors. 

 

This year our younger players have done very well. Edward Wilson (SA) represented 

Australia in the AC Trans-Tasman, Jamie Gumbrell represented NSW in the GC Interstate 

Shield" Jack Williams (WC)was selected for the Development Squad and Anthony Dask (VIC) 

has been successful in Gateball. Jamie Gumbrell (NSW) and Charlie Sharpe (NSUD have 

been nominated to compete in the World U21 Championships which will be held in 

Nottingham 20th - 24tr July 2019 and have also been nominated for a Wild Card to compete 

in the World GC Championships which will be held in Sussex 27n July - 4th August 2019. 

 

Organisation is well under way for the2019 Championships which will be held in Adelaide 12 - 

Afi January. Four states are represented and there are 14 entries in the Singles and 7 in the 

Doubles. 

 

http://www.gateball.com.au/
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It is my opinion that young people are the future of our sport and all states should encourage 

their members to encourage these developing players 

McDonald 

 

Under 21 Coordinator – Jacky McDonald 

 

National Coordinator of Referees – Association Croquet  

 

While the number of active referees and umpires appears quite healthy, a large proportion 

only officiate in club and regional activities; many such “referees” do not have current 

accreditation, largely because older members do not wish to complete any Sports Australia 

qualification.  It is often difficult to reach the desired number of referees for State and National 

events.  However, we have been able to get by.  New referees are being trained and 

examined (with some states more successful than others), with some being very quickly 

blooded at the State level; while the experience is useful, some poor decisions result. 

Referees at 31 December 2018     
        

Active Qualification      
         

Active International 

Referees 

Senior 

Referees 

Examining 

Referees 

Ordinary 

Referees 

Umpires Total 

        

 NSW 1 0 12 22 25 60 

 QLD 2 1 3 29 3 38 

 SA 0 0 1 13 2 16 

 TAS 0 0 4 11 5 20 

 VIC 0 2 2 20 0 24 

 WA 0 1 2 11 0 14 

        

 National 3 4 24 106 35 172 

        
        

      
         

Inactive International 

Referees 

Senior 

Referees 

Examining 

Referees 

Ordinary 

Referees 

Umpires Total 

        

 NSW 0 0 1 49 33 83 

 QLD 0 0 1 54 58 113 

 SA 0 0 2 37 42 81 

 TAS 0 0 0 16 9 25 

 VIC 1 0 1 179 18 199 

 WA 0 0 0 8 0 8 
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 National 1 0 5 343 160 509 

        
 

The conduct of the Gold Cup, Men’s and Women’s Championships, and the Eire Cup 

requires current experience among the referees of the host state, in this year’s case South 

Australia.  The state provided referees for all events.  I assumed the role of referee for the 

four days of the Men’s Championships and the five days of the Eire Cup.  There were also at 

least three referees from other states; this is to be encouraged, especially for referees from 

the state next hosting the tournament. 

 

The AC Trans-Tasman was held at Wynnum CC in Brisbane in April.  The Tournament 

Referee was Liz Fleming, who has been accepted as an International Referee by WCF.  The 

four referees who were present for most of the event were upgraded to the status of Senior 

Referee at the end of the event.  This brings the levels of referee much in line with New 

Zealand, namely Referee (including Examining Referee), Senior and International Referee. 

 

More ACA events are held at the Victorian Croquet Centre, Cairnlea, than at other site.  

Referees generally have come from Victoria, with the exception of Authorised Player 

Referees who help by undertaking simple tasks when assigned referees are busy.  Referees 

from other states would be welcome to gain experience (including perhaps in the role of 

Tournament Referee) and to assist in the overall tasks.  I note that on the final day of the 

President’s Eights, I acted as Tournament Referee without any other referee, looking after 12 

courts; I thank the players who assisted as “authorised player referees”. 

 

In order to encourage non-Victorian referees to participate, the annual meeting of the 

National AC Referees Committee (comprising the National and State Coordinators of AC 

Referees, the National Coordinator of GC Referees and the Australian representative on the 

WCF Laws AC Committee) is held at the Victorian Croquet Centre on the day prior to the AC 

President’s Eights in October.  ACA meets travel expenses.  The full committee is advised 

around six months in advance and advised subsequently (giving the option of sending a 

delegate), and it suggested that they stay for some refereeing.  Attendance was 

disappointing, with four states failing to send representatives.   

If the level of referees across the country is to become uniform, states must be represented.  

The one visiting State Coordinator, plus Bruce and Liz Fleming, did stay for some refereeing. 

The above paragraph highlights an issue.  States are having difficulty in sourcing a suitable 

state coordinator of refereeing.  Furthermore, there is an apparent lack of commitment to any 

role or standardisation outside their state.  There have been instances where referees have 

been given a certificate of qualification with a state logo; the referee qualification is an ACA 

qualification. 
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Two decisions of note were made at the meeting.  Firstly, there was a decision to use 

“Supervising Referees” at ACA events for the twelve-month period to the next meeting, at 

which the status will be reviewed.  Secondly, there was a decision to trial a Senior Referees’ 

course.  This course would be held prior to the 2019 Patron’s Trophy event in June at 

Wynnum and would likely include four candidates, all selected by invitation, who would attend 

the course and follow with some practical refereeing. 

 

I thank the Coordinators and the Referees who have assisted in our major events. 

 

Mike Cohn, National Coordinator Refereeing Association Croquet 

 

National Coordinator of Referees - Golf Croquet 

 

The past year has been taken up mainly by the rewrite of the GC Rules, to produce Edition 5, 

which has involved at least a representative from each state, usually the State Coordinator or 

equivalent, under the chairmanship of Gordon Matthews, as the Australian member of the 

WCF GC Rules Committee.  This was made more difficult than previous revisions due to the 

stated intention to change the layout to more closely align with that of the AC Laws.    

 

When discussing proposed amendments to the Rules, it appeared that there were two types 

of members on that WCF GCRC, those who had taken a position on the proposed 

amendment and weren’t about to change, and those who didn’t contribute to the discussions 

at all.  Australia put forward many suggestions, many of which were either ignored or cried 

down, but some of the points raised and ignored had to be clarified by the very early issue of 

Official Rulings (something that the new edition was not supposed to require, as it was 

initially declared that they would be so clear and unambiguous that neither ORs nor 

Commentary would be required).  My thanks to Gordon for his very hard work on this project. 

 

From my point of view, the next stage in the introduction of the new Rules was the revision of 

the ACA Accreditation Course for GC Referees.  This involved rewriting the 40 questions in 

Stage 2 Home Exam (the open book exam) and the 240 questions in the Stage 4 Oral Exam 

question bank to comply with the new Rules.  This involved not only ensuring that the 

questions and answers complied with the Rules, but ensuring that references and any 

pertinent comments were also correct.  

I owe a great debt to John van der Touw who rewrote the questions – I know that the proof 

reading and checking of the references, etc. was arduous and time consuming, so how much 

more so was the rewrite.  The final stage will be a revision of the GC Referees’ Manual, 

originated by Owen Edwards and updated by Gordon Matthews, to ensure that it also 

complies with the new Rules. 
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This introduction of a set of Rules which differs greatly from the previous edition in several 

crucial areas is an opportunity for reaccreditation of referees and ensuring that all ACA 

accredited referees are up to date.  I have found, as a tutor & examining referee running 

reaccreditation courses in the new rules within my own region, that many referees who have 

held their accreditation from pre-AIS Online Course days, have elected not to reaccredit, as 

they do not wish to, or believe they are not capable of, completing that online course.  

 

A meeting of State Coordinators/Directors was held prior to the 2018 President’s GC Eights, 

attended by representatives from most states.  I would like to hold another in 2019, possibly 

in conjunction with the GC Trans-Tasman Challenge in April. 

 

During the year, I have recommended referees for appointment, by the Board, as 

Tournament Referee of various ACA events.  At least two new TRs were “blooded”, working 

towards the goal of having two or three referees in each state experienced as TR of a 

national event. 

 

International Laws Committee  

 

In the final paragraph of my report to last year’s ACA AGM I strongly recommended that all 

States ensure a representative attend the annual meeting of the National Referee Committee 

who meet prior to the AC President’s Eights in Melbourne sadly little notice of that request 

was taken.  This meeting affords an ideal opportunity to the National Co-Ordinator and State 

Coordinators to meet with me in person to discuss and debate all ACLC matters and bring 

forward not only their own views but those of the players based within their home States.  In 

light of the certain knowledge of the impending update to a seventh edition of the AC Law 

book it was disappointing not to have more input from around the states. 

 

2018 saw a change in Chairmanship of the ACLC to Graeme Roberts.  Graeme has set a 

refreshingly strong and steady pace, working hard to aid the committee in producing several 

new working drafts for the upcoming Seventh Edition of the Association Croquet Law Book 

culminating into the current working draft 7.2.  This latest draft proposes substantive changes 

from the Sixth Edition leading to the obvious need for a complete re-write of the laws and 

where possible incorporating alignment with terminology used within the GC Rules.  Super-

advanced play and Alternate-stroke doubles options will be added to the main body of the 

laws but beyond this I do not believe it to be my place to issue public statements regarding 

changes prior to the official release by our Chair Graeme Roberts.   

I have stayed in regular contact with Mike Cohn, the current AC National Coordinator, and will 

continue to do so regarding current ACLC debate and discussion.  All draft material available 

in October was taken to the National Referee Committee meeting for discussion. 
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As mentioned, the proposed changes are substantial, necessitating an additional update of 

the Official Rulings and Commentary.  I believe the ACLC can be hopeful of being in a 

position for the Chair to release the long-awaited draft copy of the proposed seventh edition 

by mid-year.  Should this be the case the State AC Refereeing Coordinators would be well 

advised to communicate any urgent input to both the National Coordinator and myself. 

 

The ACA would be well advised to take note that should the seventh edition indeed be 

produced and ratified during 2019, Australia is due to host the WCF World Championships in 

February 2020 and the WCF may choose to utilize a newly authorized seventh edition; this 

would inevitably require an urgent update for both referees and competitive players intending 

to participate in the championships.  

 

Elizabeth Fleming 

 

Australian Representative WCF Golf Croquet Rules Committee  

 

I thank the Board for giving me the opportunity to present my annual report for 2018. 

 

WCF GC RC full review of the 5th Edition of the GC Rules 

 
Since 2000 the WCF has conducted a full review of the Golf Croquet rules approximately 
every 5 years. The latest review has resulted in the publication of the 5th edition of those 
rules. This review commenced in March 2017 and was expected by some of the committee 
members to be completed by December 2017. From prior experience I thought was wishful 
thinking. This target was not achieved with the review coming to its end in October 2018, 
which was a few months longer than I predicted in my Annual report last year.  All the same 
the 5th edition took about 3 months less than the 4th edition to complete. To be fair progress 
was put on hold for a short interval to allow Jeff Hill time to sort out his life following his tragic 
loss of property and possessions in the severe wildfires which ravaged parts of the area of 
California where he lives. 
 
By now you may have read through or at least managed a cursory look at the 5th edition 
rules. Major changes are made to the numbering and formatting systems.  The 5th edition is 
slightly longer than the 4th, but the committee believes these changes make the rules more 
readable and at the same time affording easier and quicker reference to individual rules. 
 
The committee under guidance of its chairman, Brian Boutel (NZ), also produced two 
separate documents to help readers understand the changes and the reasons for the 
changes.  
These documents, “WCF Rules of Golf Croquet Principal Changes in the 5th Edition” and 
“RATIONALE for the 5th Edition of the WCF rules of Golf Croquet”, have not been included in 
the rules booklet. They are readily available on the WCF website. 
 
The committee believes the changes will make the game more enjoyable and allow games to 
flow more smoothly.  
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Major changes include: 

 

- No penalty applies if a side plays its onside ball before a direction is given to its 
offside ball. 

- The status of scoring clips now depends on their location. 
- Non-striking faults no longer exist. 
- Striking faults are simply referred to as faults and the same penalty applies for 

striking faults. 
- Two old striking faults related to resting an arm on the ground or an outside agency 

have been deleted. 
- The definitions of the turn and the striking period have been revamped. 
- The Penalty Area replacing the Penalty Spot and the Penalty Area Continuation 

are new concepts. 
- Rule regarding communication between players now specify the obligations of both 

sides. 
  
The review was conducted by email, often with multiple emails being sent and received on 
any given day. The emails were open and frank, but always friendly, with frequent exchanges 
of ideas and differences opinions resulting at times in a change of mind by one or more 
members.  
 
Unfortunately, I found the functioning of the committee to be somewhat disappointing as only 
four of the seven members regularly contributed the bulk of suggestions, opinions and 
general discussion of issues as they arose. 
 
Australian Golf Croquet Rules Committee 

 

This committee was not very busy during 2018. The activity which did take place was mainly 
limited to responses to my requests for opinions on changes to the GC rules in the 5th edition 
of the rules. Those members who did respond to my requests all gave very sound advice and 
opinions and I thank them most sincerely.  
 
One matter the National GCRC has failed to do since its inception, and this is probably 
primarily my fault, is to have conducted any controlled testing of possible changes to the GC 
rules which might make the game even more enjoyable. Between now and the release of the 
6th edition of the GC rules in 2023, yes, it is going to happen, possible worthwhile exercises 
would be the monitoring the acceptability of the use of a Penalty Area as opposed to the old 
Penalty Spot, the use of Penalty Area Continuations and Ball Swap in some instances of 
wrong ball play.  
 
 
Miscellaneous activities 

 

As with previous years many I received many questions on the GC rules and suggestions for 
correcting perceived weaknesses in the rules. In the majority for queries there seemed to be 
a certain amount of confusion with how a rule was written or how it should be applied.  
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I was able to satisfactorily deal with the majority of the problems but there were some more 
complex issues which I referred onto the whole of the WCF GC RC for consideration, 
consensus and solution.  
 
It was pleasing that all of my correspondents appeared satisfied. At least I did not receive any 
complaints. 
 
Already I have had several queries on the 5th edition rule changes and I am sure there will be 
more to follow for the Australian Representative to deal with in the months to come. 
 
In closing 
 
This being my final Annual Report as the Australian Representative on the WCF GC RC I 
wish to offer my thanks to the ACA Boards, present and past, for allowing me the honour to 
serve on the GC RC, for the continued confidence they have shown in me and for the support 
and help I have received whenever I have had reason to make contact with them.  
I wish my successor all the best and trust he/she enjoys the experience as much as I have. 
 
 
Gordon Matthews 
Australian Representative 
WCF Golf Croquet Rules Committee 
 
Major Events 

 

Trans-Tasman – Trophy 

Series winner and results 

 

Australia won the series three tests to nil. See the table below for a detailed analysis of the 

results. One match in the third test remained unfinished after the result of the test was 

determined. 

 

 
Tests Matches Games Hoops 

Wins Losses Draws Wins Losses Wins Losses For Against Net 

Australia 3 0 0 23 12 52 35 1,658 1,358 300 

New Zealand 0 3 0 12 23 35 52 1,358 1,658 -300 

 

Player of the Series. 

The Player of the Series Panel comprised Brian Foley an event referee as Chair, Callum 

Hyland Australian Team Manager and Steve Wardle New Zealand Team Manager.  

The Panel was convened under Regulation 5 of the TRANS TASMAN TEST SERIES – 

ASSOCIATION CROQUET REGULATIONS FOR 2018 which also gave the terms of 

reference for making the determination. 
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It proved to be a difficult decision and the Panel used a preferential voting system to 

determine the winner.  

 

Malcolm Fletcher of Australia won the Player of Series trophy by one vote from Greg Fletcher 

and further one vote from Jenny Clarke. The Panel also made special mention of the playing 

performance of Pam Fisher from New Zealand.  

 

Report to the ACA Board: World Gateball Union Championships, Sao Paulo, Brazil, 

September 2018 

 

One of the reasons for Australian teams to attend WGU championships is to participate in a 

competition where we are measured against the world’s top teams. Such competition 

provides feedback on Australian Gate ball’s performance according to world standards.  

 

Overall Performance. The competition structure is that 16 pools of four are formed. An initial 

round robin is played. The winning team from each pool moves to the round of 16, from which 

point a knockout is played. In response to the ACA’s previous strategic plan, the performance 

criteria for Gateball Australia had included the goal that an Australian team would move 

beyond the round robin stage and into the knockout phase. An Australian first was achieved 

when Kew qualified for the round of 16. At this point they met the eventual runners up and 

were knocked out. Redcliffe saw their successes in coming 2nd in their pool after 1 good win 

and a close losing game. Canberra’s positives included the two wins they achieved on the 

Thursday practice day and believed that they were not outclassed in the pool games.  

 

Strategy, Tactics and Captaincy. Canberra had lost the players that captained them in the 

2017 Australian GB Championship and reported some confusion in this area during the 

event. They believe they would have benefitted from more training and support with captaincy 

skills. Kew played well under GA’s most successful captain of recent years and this was 

reflected in the results obtained. Redcliffe did not respond specifically to this issue. 

 

Skills. To be selected for this event, players were expected to have at least successfully 

completed the level 1 skills card for GB. Redcliffe and Canberra were able to practice 

together while Kew had only met once. Consistency was obviously an issue for all teams. As 

already noted, for teams to do well at this elite level, players require elite skills. The ⅗ 

benchmark for the level 1 skills card is not enough. 
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Results  

 

Association Croquet 

 

Dates Venue Event Winner Runner Up 

14-16 March Adelaide, SA Gold Medal Greg Fletcher Kevin Beard 

17-20 March Adelaide, SA Men’s Singles Dwayne 
McCormick 

Troy McCallum 

17-20 March Adelaide, SA Women’s Singles Claire Bassett Alix Verge 

21-25 March Adelaide, SA Eire Cup South 
Australia 

Victoria 

9-11 June Wynnum CC, 
Queensland 

Patron’s Trophy Jim Nicholls Claire Bassett 

12-15 October Cairnlea, 
Victoria 

President’s Eights   

First Eight Stephen 
Forster 

Stephen 
Richards 

Second Eight David 
Luxmoore 

Murray Baum 

Third Eight Kerri-Anne 
Organ 

Virginia Arney 

17-19 
November 

Cairnlea, 
Victoria 

Open Doubles Trevor 
Bassett & 
Jenny Clarke 

Alison Sharpe & 
Jim Nicholls 

20-25 
November 

Cairnlea, 
Victoria 

Open Singles Jenny Clarke Alison Sharpe 
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Golf Croquet 

 

Dates Venue Event Winner Runner Up 

20–22 
January 

Sandy Bay CC, 
Tasmania 

Under 21 
Champs - 
Singles 

Silas Hamilton Curtis Mead 

20–22 
January 

Sandy Bay CC, 
Tasmania 

Under 21 
Champs - 
Doubles 

Silas Hamilton & 
Tim Harmsen 

Curtis Mead & 
Miley Fleming 

16-18 
February 

Cairnlea, Victoria President’s 
Eights First 
Eight 

Fluer Brockway Peter Freer 

Second Eight Judith 
Wembridge 

Barry Heydon 

Third Eight Janine McHardy Michael Reidy 

Women’s Eight Kate Logan Shirlene 
McBride 

5-8 May Cairnlea, Victoria GC Open 
Doubles 

David Hanbidge 
& Alison Sharpe 

David Wise &     
John Arney 

9-13 May Cairnlea, Victoria GC Open 
Singles 

Alison Sharpe Ron McBride 

5-7 Sept Tempe, NSW Gold Medal John Levick Graham Keating 

8-11 Sept Hunter Valley, NSW Men’s Singles Peter Landrebe John van der 
Touw 

8-11 Sept Hunter Valley, NSW Women’s 
Singles 

Alison Sharpe Judy 
Wembridge 

12-16 Sept Hunter Valley, NSW Interstate Shield Victoria  Western 
Australia 

24-25 Oct Adelaide, SA Handicap 
Singles 

NOT HELD NOT HELD 

26-28 Oct Adelaide, SA Handicap 
Doubles 

Barry Jennings 
& Stephen 
Condous 

Steve 
Templeton & 
Bridie O’Reilly 

     

 


















































