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Message from the outgoing ACA 
Board Chair
Megan Fardon

 
Message from the ACA Board Chair
Jim Nicholls

As the second edition of the ACA Gazette goes 
online I have the privilege to address the croquet 
community for the last time in my role as Chair of 
the ACA Board.

It has been an honour to hold the position of 
Chair of the Board of Croquet Australia. My tenure on 
the Board started as an initial director representing 
Western Australia. The acceptance of our new 
constitution saw the first nine-member Board come 
into being in March 2015. This was a move away 
from an Executive Council. Over following years the 
Board has moved to a seven-member format.

I have worked alongside many fellow board 
members, 16 in total and learned from the wealth 

of knowledge and experience they bring to the 
board. I would like to extend my gratitude to those 
previous board members. I leave the board with 
a great insight into this wonderful mallet sport of 
croquet. I am very proud of the body of work my 
colleagues have undertaken and happy to leave 
the organisation in good order.

I wish my successors clear direction and every 
good wish as they administer our game.

Happy reading of this next edition.

Yours in croquet
Megan Fardon

I would firstly like to congratulate and welcome 
Barbara Northcott, KerriAnn Organ, Bernie Pfitzner 
and Alison Sharpe to the board, and thank Megan 
Fardon, Don Close, Jackie McDonald and Geoff 
Crook for your valuable service to Croquet Australia.

Croquet/Mallet Sports has been a huge part of 
my life for 20 years. I have enjoyed the privilege 
and honour of playing at local, State, National and 
International levels and am looking forward to 
continuing to contribute in my new role on the ACA 
Board. The past year has been both challenging 
and rewarding. The impact of covid has resulted in 
a number of challenges for croquet, from the local 
club level through to national and international 
events. It is wonderful to see competitions at 
club, regional and state level have recommenced. 
We look forward to the National competitions 
recommencing in May with the Australian GC 
Doubles and Singles championships.

A lot of work has been completed to ensure we 
can all achieve on and off the court in 2021 and 
beyond. Some of the main priorities is to increase 
participation at all levels, and to have thriving clubs. 

The National Coaching Program, certified by 
Sports Australia, has now been rolled out across 
Australia. The Australian Croquet Academy is 
taking shape to provide support and expertise to 
all participants. A professional promotional and 
media campaign has been developed and will be 
available to all clubs.

The first campaign is World Croquet Day on 1st 
of May. It is great to see so many clubs already 
getting behind this special event to promote our 
sport and utilising the video clips on Facebook.

This is a great opportunity to promote our sport. 
I hope you enjoy the latest edition of the 

Australian Croquet Online Newsletter.
Jim Nicholls
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Board Members

Jim Nicholls 
Served on the NSW Board for 4 
years. Previous Professional Coach 
in Florida. Represented Aust in 5 
Association world championships.
Represented NSW 7 times and in a 
winning Eire Cup Team 3 times.
Current holder of the Association 
Patrons Trophy.

Mary Marsland
State: South Australia 
Club: Norwood
Commenced playing 2012. 
Committee member Norwood 
2013–2020. Club Captain Norwood 
2016–2020. ACA Director 2018–
current.

Barbara Northcott
Member of Southport Croquet Club, 
QLD, since 2006. and President 
2015-17. Referee qualifications in 
AC, Ricochet and Gateball. Coach 
Trainer Presenter in all 4 codes. CAQ 
Director of Schools /Junior Croquet 
2011-14. CAQ Director of Gateball 
2018-2020. Played in 3 World 
Gateball Championships. 

Bernie Pfitzner
My Club is Victor Harbor, South 
Australia. I have been a Golf 
Croquet enthusiast since 2006 and 
still cannot stop playing.
I have had roles in relation to Golf 
Croquet Refereeing at WCF, ACA and 
Croquet SA Level throughout that 
time. Been an ACA Board Member 
since March 2021.

Alison Sharpe
I have been playing competitive 
Croquet since 2005. I play both AC 
and GC on a regular basis and I’ve 
represented NSW in AC for the last 
15 years. I have also represented 
Australia in both codes since 2009. 
I have served on the CNSW Board 
and I have been an active State 
Selector for both AC and GC. 
I am also a professional Croquet 
coach. 

Kerri‑Ann Organ
Catching the croquet bug in 2007, in 
my first 11 years while in Victoria, I 
served on two club committees as 
a secretary and treasurer. Personal 
highlights include winning the AC 
Women’s Eights, the AC Third Eights 
and participating in the 2020 World 
AC Championships. Croquet has 
given me so much personally, so I 
look forward to giving back to the 
sport at a board level.

Max Kewish
Busselton, Western Australia.
Commencing playing croquet 2015. 
Joined Croquetwest Management 
committee 2018.
Elected President of Croquetwest 
2020.
Appointed as Director of Board, 
Croquet Australia 2020.

Jim Clement
Appointee to the board. State: 
Victoria, Sarsfield Croquet Club. 
Playing since 2005 when we 
established Sarsfield club. Appointed 
as ACA Secretary April 2019. Other 
Experience: ACA – Asst Treasurer 
2010–13/Treasurer 2013–15/First 
Director 2015–16. VCA – Secretary 
2010–16, President from 2016. 

Rob Murray
Executive Officer. Time in role: 
2.5 years. Previous positions: 20 
years – Executive officer, Financial 
Management, Dept of Defence 
Croquet or other sport experiences: 
Cricket Administration – Club 
Executive Roles (President, 
Secretary, Treasurer), Recruitment 
Officer, Junior Development officer 
and Sponsorship Co-ordinator.
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Official Positions of the ACA

Events Committee
Peter Freer (chair)
Peter Tracey 

Tournament committee
Trevor Bassett (chair)

AC selection committee
Martin Clarke (chair)
Greg Fletcher (Australian Team Captain)
Peter Landrebe (High Performance Manager)
Simon Hockey

GC Selection Committee
Chris McWhirter (chair)
John Arney
Martin Clarke (High Performance Manager)
Peter Landrebe (Current Australian Captain)

Under 21 Committee
Jacky McDonald (chair)
Kate Patrick
Barry Haydon
Kay Chynoweth
Peter Tracey

AC High Performance Manager
Peter Landrebe

AC National Refereeing Coordinator
Mike Cohn

National Coaching Coordinator 
Greg Bury

Assistant National Coaching Coordinator
Barb Piggott

Ricochet National Coordinator
Lynda Davis

Gateball National Coordinator 
John Park

GC High Performance Manager
Martin Clarke

GC Refereeing Coordinator
Jim Clements

National Handicapper
Gareth Denyer

Archivist
Martin Clarke

Australian Representation
WCF AC Laws Committee 
Elizabeth Fleming

WCF GC Rules Committee 
Bernie Pfizner

WCF Management Committee 
Peter Landrebe

Public Officer
Nick Chapman

Complaints Officer 
Rob Murray

Association Croquet High 
Performance Manager  
Peter Landrebe

General Manager  
The Australian 
Croquet Academy 
Greg Bury

Golf Croquet High  
Performance Manager  
Marty Clarke

Croquet Australia 
Finance Assistant 
Ann Mann 
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A Wonderful Croquet Life

In September this year Wilma Bath will turn 100.
Wilma has been a member of the Drysdale 

Croquet club since its formation in 1950 and in 
those 70 plus years has held every committee 
position several times over, including 18 occasions 
as President.

She has been both Belmont Club Champion and 
Geelong Croquet Association Champion.

In 1994 she was appointed Victorian State 
Selector.

Wilma has been a level 1 coach since 1982 and 
was a qualified referee.

But her proudest croquet moment came 
in 2010 when she was awarded the inaugural 
‘Meritorious Service Award’ by the Australian 
Croquet Association in a ceremony at Cairnlea. 
The medal is on display in the Drysdale clubhouse.

In her early days at Drysdale, Wilma became 
friends with Edna Peel who is her junior by 
10 years. Edna too served many terms as office 
bearer including 28 yrs as treasurer over a period 
of 40 plus years.

Both dedicated association players, they won 
many tournaments in singles or playing together 
as they did in the 1974–1975 Pennant and again 
in 1984–1985 Pennant, winning the Combined 
Divisions 1 and 2.

By 2002 both Wilma and Edna had been made 
Life members of Drysdale in recognition of their 
services to the club.

In 2009 Wilma was awarded the first Life 
Membership of the Geelong Croquet Association.

Wilma and Edna’s respective husbands, Graham 
Bath and Harold Peel were also heavily involved 
with Drysdale Croquet Club, both as office bearers 
and in maintaining lawns or building whatever 
structure was needed.

The two croquet courts at Drysdale have been 
named the Wilma and Graham Bath Lawn and the 
Edna and Harold Peel Lawn in their honour.

When Australia regained the MacRobertson 
Shield in 2017, team member Stephen Forster 
took his World Team Champion medal to Wilma’s 

home. Wilma has 
known Stephen 
since he was a small 
boy, being taught to 
play croquet by his 
mother.

Now all these 
years later, Wilma 
and Edna are still the 
best of friends. 
Although no longer able to play their beloved AC 
they attend tournaments across the road at Drysdale 
Croquet Club, when they are able and Wilma is only 
too willing to use her coaching and refereeing skills 
to assess the players and their games.

These two women and their friendship define 
the most important of suburban croquet club 
benefits.

It’s not the competition that keeps us going to 
our local club, it’s the friendships that we make.

We would love to see Wilma receive that letter 
from the Queen and the Prime Minister when she 
turns that magical 100. She has earned it.

Acknowledgement: Thank you to Verna 
McLennon and Gillian Horvath from the Drysdale 
Croquet Club for your help in putting this article 
together. Dianne Wilson.

Many forget one of the very first dates between 
Elizabeth and Phillip was a game of croquet at 
Dartmouth. A special start to something special.
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Gold Croquet 2020 
Presentation Day
This event was held at Hyde Park on Saturday 
13th February 2021.Heath Jackson, GC Director 
conducted the presentations with the help of many 
people, including Di Helier and Bernie Pfitzner 
with Pennants, Medals and Certificates. Barry 
Haydon and a team of people from Hyde Park 
completing multiple tasks ranging from room set-
up, COVID-19 marshaling, beverage stations and 
post presentation game organisation, and Trevor 
Lapham from North Adelaide taking photos, which 
should be on the SACA Website by now. Karen 
Magee also helped with organising and running 
the day.

Ansi Baumanis SACA Vice-President presenting 
Julianne Jago the certificate and prize for the most  

21 Yard roquets in 3 minutes.

Lyn Parnell
President, SA Croquet    

My work career was predominantly 
in human resource management.  I was a Director 
in the Department of Recreation and Sport 
with oversight of sports grants, walking trails 
and working with the Education Department 
to promote and support physical education 
programs in schools.  I spent over ten years as the 
Presiding Officer of the Promotion and Grievance 
Appeal Tribunal for the South Australian State 
Government.  

I have been a member on a number of  
Sporting Boards including basketball and  tennis.  
I was the first Chairman of the Adelaide Quit 
Lightning and a Board Member of the National 
Women’s Basketball League.  I have always been 
an outdoors active person and played State 
basketball for a number of years.  I still play 
competition tennis and in more recent years, 
have enjoyed walking – my exploits include walks 
in England, New Zealand, Tasmania and the 
challenging Kokoda Track.

When I was invited to try croquet, I was 
reluctant as I thought it was not active enough.  
However, I soon learned that although croquet 
may not be as physical as my other pursuits, 
Association Croquet was very taxing on the brain!  
This is what intrigued me and the more I played 
and learned from observing others, the more I 
understood what a unique sport it is as it tests you 
in so many different ways.

As the new President of Croquet SA, I would  
like to see more young people  involved and also 
have the sport promoted in a more positive and 
fun-filled way. It is perceived as  an “older” person’s 
sport – lawn bowls have successfully attracted 
many younger players with the introduction of 
night owls and other initiatives and I hope croquet 
can do the same.  

Introducing the South 
Australian 
President
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Croquet World Record Day: 
Sunday 28th March 2021, North 
Adelaide CC South Australia
Carolyn Cooper from Aldinga Bay Croquet Club 
had an idea for a day to promote Croquet and 
possibly create a World Record in 2019. It was not 
until 2020 that things started to happen with the 
assistance of Sally Harper (Norwood CC) and  
Karen Magee (Brighton CC). Jane West (Brighton 
CC) and Norma Greig (North Adelaide CC) came 
to the group to add the depth we needed to the 
planning group.

It quickly became apparent that it was a 
day to include a variety of Mallet sports and 
not just Croquet. Ricochet and Gateball were 
demonstrated. Clubs were approached to join 
in. North Adelaide was incredibly supportive in 
providing their lawns and facilities. Aldinga Bay, 
Holdfast Bay as well as North Adelaide catered 
to all that came along. All events were free to 
participate, and prizes were awarded for the 
competitions. Artwork from Pat Welke and a hand-
crafted wooden fruit bowl from 
Brian Lane were amongst the 
prizes.

The competitions were 
varied with a list of winners 
below. Invited guests: Rachael 
Sanderson MP for Adelaide, 
David O’Laughlin Mayor of 
Prospect and Patron of North 
Adelaide Croquet Club, Deputy Mayor Matt 
Larwood, and Cr Kristina Barnett were all on hand 
to watch the World Record attempt.

Advertising included regular emails to the SA 
google group, letterboxing of flyers, Facebook 
posts from the Norwood site and the spray 
Tattooist Kathy Mackinder, and of course talking 
the event up at Gala days and Clubs. The ABC 
(TV and Radio), Radio 1323 and Channel 9 were 
approached both via email and phone, but 
unfortunately it was a big news day on the Sunday 
and therefore not covered.

A big thank you 
is extended to all 
the people from 
a variety of clubs 
who came along to 
assist. Most had jobs 
of managing lawns 
with competitions, 
demonstrations and 
Come ‘n Try. Without 
this help the 100 
or so people who 
came along would 
not have enjoyed 
themselves so much. The photographers and 
video recorders: Trevor Lapham (North Adelaide 
CC), David Kennedy (Brighton CC) and Graeme 
Thomas (Hyde Park) also need to be thanked and 
commended on their work.

Winners
10.00am Roqueting 4 Balls 
– Heath Jackson and Paul 
Wahlstedt had to have a playoff; 
both recoded the same number 
of roquets. Heath Jackson won 
the playoff with 33 roquets.
10.00am ‑ 13 Hoops with 

Lowest Score – Robert Brown with 30 strokes.
11.00am – Longest Hoop – Peter Woodward 9 
metres.
11.00am – Longest Jump Shot – Peter Martyniuk 
7 metres.
12.00 – Roqueting 4 Balls – Anne Woodhouse with 
23 roquets.
1.00pm – World Record 21 Yard Roquets in 3 
minutes – Julianne Jago with 11 Roquets.
Raffle Winner  -   Ticket Number - Purple E47  
Name – Philip Hadley
Raffle 2nd Place  -  Ticket Number -  Apricot M28  
Name – Hanne Damgaend
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Wynnum 
Croquet 
Club Inc.
Our first major tournament of the year the 
“Metropolitan Challenge” GC Doubles was held on 
Sunday 7 February and was a great success, with 
a full complement of players from Bribie Island, 
Eildon, Ipswich, McIlwraith, Merthyr, Nambour, 
Stephens, Southport, and Twin Rivers, as well as 
a number of our own club members.

We very much appreciate the generous 
sponsorship of George Hartnett Metropolitan 
Funerals Wynnum, and were delighted that the 
Manager, Therese Prebble, came along to present 
the trophies.

As with any tournament, a team effort is 
required to achieve a good result, and our team 
did us proud. From hoop-setting and court 
preparation, right through to games organisation 
and management including refereeing, cleaning, 
and catering, raffles, etc. we had a lot of willing 
volunteers. Many thanks to everyone.

The weather was 
scorching hot, so all croquet 
players and spectators had 
to keep hydrated. Our lawns 
were looking fantastic, all 
helped by the recent rain.

There were some fiercely 
contested games with close 
results. The Challenge final 
was an epic battle that went 
down to the last hoop and 
was won by Gordon Giles 
and Richard Pickvance from 
Wynnum Club. In second 
place were Bob Martin and 
Graham McLean (Eildon) 
with Hisham Elkomy & Mary 
McMahon (Southport) in  
third place.
Gordon Giles, Tournament 
Manager

Cynthia Tacey
President: Croquet Association Queensland

Born in a small town near Mackay, I  grew up on a 
dairy and sugarcane farm, one of eleven children.

I trained as a telephonist, and was employed 
by the then GPO, where I met and married a man 
from the City. I relocated to Brisbane and have one 
daughter, who has 2 daughters and I now have a 
most welcome great granddaughter.

After my husband died 1996, I joined the 
Windsor Croquet Club after having been advised 
by Merthyr Club (in 1963) to come back when I am 
older. I immediately fell in love with the great sport 
of croquet, which until then I had perceived it to 
be “garden entertainment.”  Somehow we need to 
alter public perception.

Having acted as Secretary, Vice Pres and 
President in my own Club and also Secretary of 
CAQ from 2001-2007, I have certainly gained some 
knowledge of croquet from both sides. I was also 
Delegate for Darling Downs for 3 years.

Playing Association and Golf Croquet I was 
selected, represented Queensland in both codes.  
Playing in all States and New Zealand, I have wide 
experience, met and made many friends in the 
Croquet fraternity. Either as Reserve, Member or 
Team Manager for over ten years, I have played 
with and against some of the best Australian 
players.

Qualifying as Coach and Referee of both codes, 
my life is taken up by this sport.

I spent 2020 as Vice President to Don Close. I 
am ready to take the reins of Croquet Queensland. 
My goal is to advance this sport, and grow the 
membership. 

I look forward to meeting more of our members 
and visit as many clubs as possible, once the anti-
Covid vaccine relaxes the restraints of travel.

I thank Croquet Queensland for giving me this 
opportunity.

Introducing 
the 
Queensland 
President
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Grade 12 Students Check Out 
Croquet

On 10 March seventeen students from Genesis 
College, a Christian College at Joyner with year 
levels from Prep to Year 12, visited the Pine Rivers 
Croquet Club at Brendale.

These students had been set a class assignment 
on how sport is an integral part of a person’s health 
and well-being. Part of the assignment was to 
compare how this could be achieved through various 
sporting activities, so these students chose croquet, 
even though they admitted they knew little of the 
sport, other than it featured in various movies.

Six members of the Pine Rivers Club set out 
to champion mallet sports by providing a pack of 
information on the three Croquet disciplines as 
well as Gateball. One of the members spoke on the 
sport’s history, the various disciplines and benefits 
it offers to people’s health from early age through 
to people in their 80s, showing why it was known as 
a “Game for Life”. It was emphasized that croquet 
was recommended by allied sports practitioners as 
helpful for both body and mind and recommended 
especially for people who had an injury and needed 
to rehabilitate slowly. 

This was followed by the students given the 
opportunity to try out both Golf Croquet and Gateball, 
with groups swapping halfway through, before the 
bus took them back to school two hours later.

When the students arrived at Pine Rivers, they 
knew little about croquet. Their teacher, Sally 
Arrow said, “When I told them we’d be visiting a 
croquet club, many of the students had not heard 
of croquet other than the “Alice in Wonderland” 
version. They now feel it’s a sport that can be 
enjoyed by the young as well the old and really put 
their hearts into trying out both disciplines.”

The student pack included a “two free lessons” 
card, and it is hoped that some of them will take 
advantage of this.

New life 
member of 
the Windsor 
Croquet Club 
Terry Ericson

Winner of 
the West 
Toowoomba 
Div 2 Jacky 
Lynch

Winner of 
the West 
Toowoomba 
Rene Cole 
Div 1 singles 
Heather 
Knight
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Simon Cook
Chair of Croquet NSW 

Hello to all. Last month I had the honour of being 
elected Chair of CNSW, stepping into the shoes of 
the very capable and well-respected Kate Elliot. 
She will be sorely missed by all.

I had my first taste of croquet five years ago and 
have not been able to put down my mallet since. 
I am a member of the Coutts Crossing Croquet 
Club, a small village club with a large membership 
of enthusiastic players and great community spirit. 
Although I am primarily an AC player, I greatly 
enjoy coaching players in all versions of the sport. 
I equally enjoy keeping my coaching training up to 
date and appreciate learning from the wisdom of 
more experienced players than I am.

My professional experience comes mainly from 
the areas of Public Administration and Building 
Design, although I have owned the odd café or 
three with my partner, Georgie. I currently run 
my own Building Design business in the Northern 
Rivers area of NSW.

The current focus of the Board is on revising the 
CNSW Constitution, and after valuable input from 
the NSW Clubs a final draft will be circulated amongst 
members for a vote within the next couple of months. 
Overall, the Board aims to review and improve the 
wide range of services provided to CNSW members.  
Remember, it’s all about the game!

Chair’s 
Message

Doubles Champions belong to NSW’s Hazelbrook CC. 
Penny and John Park have just won the title for the 

second year running. Congratulations!

Congratulations to Alison Sharpe winning the  
NSW GC Women’s

FLOODING AT PORT MACQUARIE
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More Coaching for Mosman Croquet Club
If there is one good thing COVID-19 has done 
for us, it has made croquet VERY popular!!! 
Croquet is healthy, stimulating, and easy 
to keep 1.5 metres away from each other. 
With nowhere else to go, our members are 
making greater use of the lawns and are 
loving this way of keeping in touch with 
others.

This is also making them want to play  
better!

When we re-opened in June 2020, 
following the COVID shutdown across NSW, 
we were aware of the relief of members being 
able to come back to their croquet. They had been 
feeling the isolation, terribly. Our club is large with 
four lawns and around 150 members, and those 
who play regularly were accustomed to seeing 
each other every week. At that time Mosman 
Council 2020/21 Community Grants program was 
seeking projects with a community development 
focus; that is, projects with themes of connection, 
resilience and healing – projects that improve 
the social and mental wellbeing of people in the 
community. This seemed perfect for our members.

Croquet NSW (CNSW) and the Australian 
Croquet Association encourage participation in 
state and national tournaments, however Mosman 
Croquet Club (MCC) has been represented at 
few of these events over the last 10 years. MCC 
members are keen to improve their play, but we 
lacked the approach within our club to raise the 
standards to higher levels.

Some of us had fond memories of the “life-
changing” Players Pathway to Excellence Program 
(PPEP) delivered across NSW, to limited numbers, 
in 2019. Croquet NSW (CNSW) had developed 
the PPEP in 2018–19 with support from NSW 
Office of Sport, to improve players’ experience 
and achievements in competitive play – at many 
different levels. When we approached CNSW  
about our intention to apply for a local Council 
Grant for PPEP for our club members, they were 
only too happy to support the initiative. It has 
been great to be able to use this croquet skills 

development program again, considering the  
huge amount of work that went into developing  
it originally. Best of all, Alix Verge who was  
integral to the development of the CNSW program 
in 2018 offered to deliver the program to the 
Mosman Club.

We are very keen to draw on our club members’ 
expertise as well as opportunities outside the Club. 
In addition to the PPEP, our club is embarking 
on a stronger and more supportive coaching 
program for the other players than in previous 
years. Our new Club Coaching Coordinator, 
Michael Chambers, got together with Games 
Captain Ron Humpherson to identify gaps and 
opportunities and they have developed a Club 
Coaching Calendar, which we have not had before. 
See website: https://www.mosmancroquet.org.au/
coaching-program

In addition, we are looking forward to the 
rollout of the new national ACA coaching program 
which was launched this year. Some of us attended 
the sessions presented by Greg Bury in Newcastle 
and Canberra in January/February. The concepts 
and the resources are excellent and will give our 
local club coaches a lot to work with. Our club is 
ready and eager for this, and we already have eight 
members waiting to do the accreditation program 
to become new coaches. 

Watch this space, everyone – Mosman players 
are developing their competitive edge.

Alix Verge with GC Division 2 PPEP participants
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Jim Clement
President: Croquet Association Victoria

Description of Background / Expertise:    
Ex-banker - clerk, ledger keeper, teller, NSW & 
ACT (1962-66), Ex-army – National Serviceman 
1966-67, then Australian Regular Army to 1988, 
served in Vietnam 1968-69, Hong Kong 1973-75, 
commissioned 1976, posted to USA 1980-82, 
also served six years as Secretary of national 
Dept. of Defence committee, 1982-88, resigned 
appointment 1988.   

Small business owner (1988–2002) – ran own 
grounds-care business 1988–2000, contracting 
to local, state and federal government, as well as 
major companies.   Sold business 2000.

Contracted to VicRoads 2001 and Insurance 
Risk Assessors 2001–02.  

Purchased 2 ha property Sarsfield 1992, retired 
2002 and built house there.

Recent committee experience includes:  
• Secretary/Treasurer, Sarsfield Recreation 

Reserve Committee of Management Inc  
(2004–2014),   

• Secretary/Treasurer, Bairnsdale Cricket 
Association Inc (2004–2007),   

• Secretary, Sarsfield Croquet Club (2005–present)  
• Board Member, Gippsland Croquet Association 

(2005 – present)
• Secretary/Treasurer, Bairnsdale Junior Cricket 

Association (2006–2014),    
• Assistant Treasurer, Croquet Australia (2010–13)  
• Secretary, Croquet Victoria (2010–2016)  
• Treasurer, Croquet Australia (2013–2016)
• President, Croquet Victoria (2016 – present)
• Treasurer, Gippsland Croquet Association 

(2016–present)  
• Secretary, Croquet Australia (2019 – present)  

Applicable Qualifications  
• Certificate in Recreational Turf Management 

(VCAH, Burnley)  
• Diploma of Business (Governance), a course 

designed for not-for-profit organisations, from 
Chisolm Institute  

Introducing the Victorian President
• Fellow of Institute of 

Community Directors 
Australia 

Interest and involvement in the Sport:
• Plays Golf Croquet (current handicap 5) and is 

still trying to learn AC
• Accredited  GC Referee since 2006, Tutor and 

Examining Referee in Victoria, officiates at club, 
region, state, national and international levels.  
Currently National Coordinator of GC referees.

• Accredited Level 3 GC Coach & Presenter.
• Member of organising committees for 2017 

GC U21 and Open World Championships, 2020 
AC World Championship, and the forthcoming 
2022 MacRob.

Congratulations and well done to the winner  
of this years Victorian Golf Croquet bronze medal,  

Jack Williams.

Winners are grinners! Dave and Geoff show off their 
generously donated prizes.
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Goodbye and thank you, Anna Miller

Belmont members and croquet friends of Anna 
Miller had the opportunity to say goodbye to Anna 
at the club on the 20th January 2021.

Kevin Bluff was MC and he spoke with affection 
of Anna as he reminded those present of her 
talent on the croquet court and the contribution 
she has made to croquet.

Kevin also read out emails from those who 
were unable to attend including one from Judy 
Wembridge that had Anna and guests laughing at 
the memory of the time they had spent together.

VCA President Jim Clement presented Anna 
with a plaque recognising Anna’s contribution 
to Victorian croquet both on and off the field in 
Association and Golf Croquet.

The number of times she was selected for a 
Victorian state team is remarkable.

GCA President Eileen Gough told of her first 
encounter with Anna, as her partner in a GC social 
day event at Belmont. She was amazed by Anna’s 
skill and abilities.

From that day whenever Eileen felt nervous 
about a shot or going for a hoop, she would say 
to herself, “Channel Anna Miller, she can do it, you 
can do it.” Sometimes she did.

Eileen firmly believes that Anna inspired her to 
be a better player.

Unfortunately Belmont President Jim Saunders 
was unable to attend and a message from him was 
read out by Belmont VP Dianne Wilson.

Jim spoke of Anna’s contribution to Belmont 
and croquet in general, mentioning that when 
she came to Belmont not only did they gain a very 

talented player and great contributor to croquet, 
but a mentor and administrator as well.

It was his privilege to know Anna mainly as a 
Golf Croquet player and as a representative of her 
club, region and country on many occasions.

He related an instance in an Interstate Shield 
held at Cairnlea. It was the final singles match, late 
in the day, dark, freezing cold and pouring with 
rain.

When many would have found it all too hard, 
Anna played out her match and left the court 
saying “I gave it my all”. As always she was playing 
according to her mantra.

Belmont secretary Denise Deller presented 
Anna with a plaque on behalf of the club and it’s 
members, as a thank you for her contribution to 
the club.

Anna’s last official duty was as a referee 
in the 2020 WCF Association Croquet World 
Championships… Anna was well respected in every 
facet of her croquet journey.

Anna will now spend her time playing Contract 
Bridge, attending Probus meetings and listening to 
Eric (her husband) playing the piano.

The wider croquet community will miss you as 
much as your club will, Anna.

To quote Jim Saunders, “You have been a great 
ambassador for croquet in all forms of the game 
and at all levels”

Thank you Anna, enjoy to the full, the next 
phase of your wonderful life.
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Max Kewish
President Croquetwest 
Association.

I was elected President for the Croquetwest 
Association at the A.G.M on the 5 September 2020, 
at Forrest Park, Perth. I am currently a Director 
of Croquet Australia and recently appointed the 
Board delegate on the new Croquet Australia 
Publicity Committee.

I have been on the Croquetwest Committee 
of Management (last two years) as a committee 
member before being elected as President.

I was a foundation member of the West 
Australian Association Croquet Development 
Working Group, (ACDWG) formed February 2018, 
terms of reference “to increase the number of 
Association Croquet players and competitors at 
any/all levels”. This group has designed a new form 
of Croquet called 14/40, which is being trialled in 
West Australia to assist with the terms of reference 
being achieved.

I was appointed in June 2019 as convenor of 
the West Australian Million Hoops Working Group, 
later renamed Croquetwest Marketing sub-
committee, with terms of reference “to improve/
enhance the Image of Croquet and raise the 

profile of Croquet in West Australia.” This group 
was responsible for preparing the Croquetwest 
Marketing Plan 2021-2024 for Croquetwest 
Association. The group has been responsible 
for increasing the number of affiliated clubs in 
Western Australia and developing with Tennis 
Australia, Sporting Hubs for the future of both 
sports. 

I was responsible for submitting a successful 
bid on behalf of Croquetwest/ACA to host the WCF 
over 50 GC WC Event at Bunbury in October 2023. I 
am the Tournament Director.

I am a qualified ACA Foundation Coach (levels 
1 and 2) endorsed for Association Croquet and 
Golf Croquet and a Foundation Coach for Ricochet 
(level 1) (February 2021).

I enjoy playing all forms of Croquet including 
Association Croquet, Ricochet Croquet, Golf 
Croquet, and I am promoting the new game 14/40 
croquet in South West WA.

I was a dairy farmer in the Otway’s Region of 
Victoria for twenty years until 1975. I was employed 
by a Victorian Government Department (many name 
changes), for twenty years retiring as the Operations 
Manager in Mildura for last 8 years. (relieving as the 
Regional Manager on a regular basis.)

President’s 
Message

Ian Dumergue from Forrest Park Croquet Club just 
beat Jeff Newcombe from Como Croquet Club in the 
Croquetwest AC Open Singles Championship. Game 
scores were equal but Ian pipped Jeff by one hoop 

point.

Ben and Breanna from MKT win a convincing final at 
the end of a hard fought competition.
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Valentines Tournament – Gomm Park Croquet 
Club – Albany WA
Recently we held our Annual Valentines 
Tournament that was established by John 
Kenworthy in 2015. 

It is always a popular event held on the 
spectacular south coast of WA.

In beautiful conditions, 44 people played a Golf 
Croquet Handicap Doubles competition played as 
a mixed seeded round robin event. Participants 
came from throughout WA including the Narrogin, 
Busselton, Dunsborough and Katanning Croquet 
clubs to join the Albany locals in the two day event. 
Tournament Manager, Clive Faulkner said 
unfortunately due to Covid restrictions, players 

from the Perth and Peel regions were unable to 
attend.

Winners of Block A were Rob and Pat 
Tombleson with runners-up Walter Reid and 
Jennie Creek. Winners of Block B were Arthur 
Simpfendorfer and George Vick and runners-up 
Clive Faulkner and Kathy Hetherington.

Overall winners after the play off were Rob and 
Pat Tombleson from the Narrogin Croquet club.

At the presentations, the President Jennie Creek 
and Grounds Manager Tony Cusack and the many 
Gomm Park club members were thanked for their 
efforts in making the event run smoothly.

Inaugural Cambridge Gift
Doubled played with combined handicap 

of 10 or higher. Congratulations to Maureen 
Spencer and Terry Thomas. Runners-up were 
Marion Barnes and Peter Brown. In third place 
were Robyn Dart and Dianne Bower (Matthew 
Whitfield and Judy Riseley were on same game 
and hoop win however lost to Robyn and Dianne 
in their game. Thank you to Sandy Sanders for 
organising delicious treats. Thank you also to 
our Club Captain Matthew Whitfield. Playing and 
Tournament manager. From left to right: Peter 
Brown, Marion Barnes, Maureen Spencer, Terry 
Thomas, Robyn Dart and Dianne Bower.

Helen and Frank Quicke of the Busselton club, and Kathy Hetherington and George Vick of the Gomm Park club 
with Brian Uren from the Dunsborough club
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Tasmania’s newest club 
wins titles
The North Esk Croquet Club was successful 
at last weekends Northern Regional Croquet 
Competition’s Golf Croquet singles. Rod Tait 
(left) and Paul Boer won the Open and Division 2 
respectively.

The North Esk Croquet Club gained affiliation 
to the TCA almost 18 months ago and is growing 
gradually, with 30% of it’s members participating in 
the competition.

All six Northern Tasmanian clubs were 
represented in the competition, which was keenly 
contested in above average temperatures.

Ruth McKean (NECC Hon Sec)

Congratulations to both Peter Ross (right), winner 
of the Tas. Open AC championship, and Tim Parker, 

runner-up. The final was played at New Town Croquet 
Club in very blustery conditions.

Leigh Herington
Croquet Tasmania President

As a young teenager I started playing croquet 
competitively in 1977 after mowing Eastern 
Shore croquet lawns for pocket money. I learned 
to play there, but also joined Glenorchy (closed 
around 2000) as many of the advanced players 
were there. Great coaching and learning to be a 
Referee (was mandatory if you wanted to play for 
State or Country) were building blocks to advance 
your play. These are areas that have come full 
circle over time. Little has changed, just mowing 
Newtown Croquet lawns for a little less pocket 
money these days. I have played for Tasmania 
and Australia a number of times, while winning a 
number of events with Tasmanian Singles, Doubles 
and Gold Medallist, Australian Singles and Doubles 
Champion being highlights. Travelling the world, 
playing in San Francisco (Sonoma), London, New 
Zealand being side benefits. But also visiting 
all Australian states many times has been very 
special. I have stopped playing a few times over 
the years with the main gap being while my family 
was young. It is always good to come back and try 
and be competitive again. A few other interests 
make that challenging for me these days.

With the emergence of Golf Croquet it has  
been difficult to encourage players to try 
Association, but I strongly recommend all players 
do. We can only be there to help at club and  
state level to ensure croquet remains a game  
for all ages to enjoy. This I will continue to do  
going forward.

Introducing the 
Tasmanian 
President

WORLD CROQUET FEDERATION UPDATE
Click here to read the update

https://croquetnetwork.squarespace.com/croquet-network-home/2021/4/22/wcf-working-group-announcement
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AUSTRALIAN GOLF 
CHAMPIONSHIPS AND 
INTERSTATE SHIELD 
1 SEPTEMBER 2021 TO 
12 SEPTEMBER 2021 
TASMANIA 

COME TO TASSIE IN SPRING
After a bit of a break our committee is back where 
we left off. We are in full swing getting on with 
organising our “12 days on the island” events.

We are excited to be given the opportunity to 
live-stream four days of the Interstate Shield from 
the Northern Tasmanian Croquet Centre. Great for 
everyone to get in on this hard fought battle.

Volunteers are an important part of running a 
successful event. We will be appointing a volunteer 
co-ordinater to ensure the smooth running of 
the event. We will be looking for volunteers 
for refereeing, hoop setting, lawn preparation, 
catering, hosts, cleaners, live streaming assistants, 
photographers, media liaison etc etc. We will be 
calling for volunteers in all these areas closer to 
the date. Stay tuned for more information on the 
opportunity to volunteer alongside our friendly 
Tasmanians.

Although we have been silent on our Facebook 
page in recent months, we will soon start to bring 
you regular updates. Our Facebook page is

GC Nationals Tasmania 2020 now 2021

Our email address is 
2020gc.championships@gmail.com

We are counting down to September 1st 2021
See you then

Northern Tasmanian 
Croquet Centre
Lee Turner – Promotions 
Northern Tasmanian Croquet Centre 
Committee

The Northern Tasmanian Croquet Centre is 
Launceston’s national standard Croquet facility 
boasting eight tournament quality lawns, a modern 
Pavilion and ample parking. It is situated within the 
Northern Tasmanian Athletic Centre in the suburb 
of St Leonards approximately 5 kms from the 
Launceston CBD. The centre has two resident clubs 
North Esk and St. Leonards each of which has a 
chosen club day and use of the lawns at anytime 

A Board of Management with two 
representatives from the four Northern Clubs 
oversee the maintenance of lawns, the pavilion 
and organises events. National, state, local 
events and Northern pennants are held regularly. 
Community groups, School for Seniors, disabled 
and individuals are encouraged and welcomed at 
the centre. The annual Easter Tournament is held 
with mainland players showing interest. Northern 
Tasmania has many attractions and for visiting 
croquet players the Northern Tasmania Croquet 
Centre is certainly worth a visit.

Congratulations to John Lee-Archer, winner of the  
Div. 2 AC Championship held at SandyBay CC this 

weekend. Noel Davies (ESCC) was second.  
Ian Bassett (right) was chief referee.
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AUTUMN delight
Welcome back readers in this month of March. We 
‘greenies’ are probably glad the dry hot summer is 
now behind us, and we can now look forward to 
autumn and what is in store for us in the coming 
months.

In this article I would like to touch on what 
to look out for, and what can be done to keep 
our greens surviving through the autumn and 
coming winter. With all greens renovations done 
and dusted by January, in March I like to give the 
courts a single scarifying grass depth only to take 
any thatch build up, then have a working bee of 
about five men to mow behind with a regular 
home mower on its lowest setting to pick up the 
bulk of the grass. Make sure the blades are in good 
condition otherwise it won’t throw in the catcher. 
After this you can mow it with a greens mower.

In the months 
of March or April, I 
also like to give the 
courts a feed of a 
balanced fertilizer 
like Nuturf ’s 
Nutrafeed Soluble 
24.5-3-19 (about 
7 kg a court should be sufficient) or FoliMAX NRG-
NK, a unique liquid,NPK 19-0-13 balanced nitrogen 
and potassium turf fertiliser. Apply about 8 litres 
per court. A tip is try to apply liquid fertilizers in 
cool early morning. Also remember to rinse in 
all liquid fertilizers lightly. If you prefer granular 
fertilizers applied through a spreader, apply it to a 
dry lawn then water in well.

On the look out
If you see white moths flying over your courts they 
are laying eggs. Keep a watch full eye for army 
worm and curl grubs, lawn grubs and webworms 
as they are a problem this time of year, and can 
cause absolute destruction if let go on blue couch 
lawns. I experienced a severe attack of lawn grubs 
at our croquet club, which is blue couch. We could 
not treat the courts in time because of cyclone 
Marcia back in 2014, and the damage was large 
eaten patches each a metre across, so do not be 
complacent. Webworms like to hide in drill holes. 
They pop their heads out and eat the grass around 
the hole. In early morning you will see a web over 
the hole which is a ‘dead give-away’. Lawn grubs/
army worms will eat large patches of lawn turning 
it brown quickly. They are easy to kill with most 

insectcides and your lawns will recover quickly with 
a feed.

Also keep an eye out for dollar spot which can 
appear during damp wet-leaf conditions followed 
by direct sun and still nights. Heavy dews of a 
morning will promote the fungi spores to strike. 
Dollar spot will spread very quickly and will cause a 
lot of damage if not treated promptly.

Dollar spot treatment can be controlled by 
maintaining adequate nitrogen and potassium 
levels and spraying with a suitable fungcide such 
as mancozeb or thiram powder. Always remember 
always read the labels for rates and best time 
to spray on a dry court. After the courts have 
been mowed, you should get about one month’s 
protection.

TIP OF THE MONTH
Always keep your mowers sharp. Blunt mowers 
tear the grass out rather than cutting it and make 
it more susceptible to disease. If your cutting 
cylinder and bottom blade are in reasonable 
shape, a back lap with a 120 grit cutting compound 
will ‘do the trick’. Also running a file along the front 

edge of the blade gives it a square edge again. 
If the cutting cylinder is too blunt, I recommend 
getting it re-ground with a new bottom blade. 
Remember cutting through lots of ant mounds or 
picking up grit will destroy your mower in no time.

Good luck and happy croquet.
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Would you like corner flags for your Club that last a lifetime? 

 

Cost: AU$65.00 for a set of four flags and posts - PLUS Postage 

Ordering: Please email fredvv@ozemail.com.au with your order or Phone +61 (0) 418 608 663     
 
 

 

          CROQUET CORNER FLAGS 

Specifications 
 Height above ground - 30 cms 
 Posts  - aluminium (painted)    
 Ground Pins  - galvanised steel 
 Flags  - Marine Vinyl (no fading) and heat welded  

References  
The following clubs have already acquired sets: Burleigh 
Heads/Palm Beach; Caloundra; Noosa; Sunny Side 
(Bundaberg); Graceville; Cambridge (WA); Bribie Island; 
Bundaberg; SouthPort; Auckland (NZ); Lithgow (NSW); 
The Range Maleny; Read Park (SA) 

VALE GRANT WILLSON
Many interstate players will be saddened to hear 
of the recent sudden passing of one of Tasmania’s 
leading players, Grant Willson, just before his 
80th birthday. Grant was an integral part of the 
East Launceston Croquet Club for almost 20 years, 
and an enormous asset to the club. One of the 
State’s leading players in both Association and Golf 
Croquet, he was a member of the Tasmanian team 
in Golf Croquet, and, despite not playing as much 
competitively in recent years, was still in the state’s 
top 20 list, playing from a handicap of three. An 
ex Secretary of the East Launceston Croquet Club, 
he was our head coach, referee, handicapper, 
lawn manager and public officer for many years. 
Above all, he was a mentor and friend to every 
member, unfailingly generous with his time. He will 
be long remembered by the Tasmanian croquet 
community and as a treasured member of the 
ELCC family.
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Croquet Victoria is partnering with FoxSports to 
live stream a series of top events this year
Croquet will be livestreamed on Kayo, the 
FoxSports subscription channel. It is one of a 
group of niche sports which Kayo will be featuring. 
The others are Dragon Boat, Fencing, and Ultimate 
(team frisbee).

Our events to be livestreamed in 2021 are:
10 April Croquet Australia Bronze Medal 

(Victoria)
15-16 May Croquet Australia Open Golf 

Croquet Singles
9 – 12 September Golf Croquet Interstate Shield
10 – 11 October Croquet Australia Association 

Croquet Presidents Eights
24 – 25 October  Croquet Australia Association 

Croquet Open Singles

 This will be an opportunity for people who do not 
know about croquet to watch high-level play on 
mainstream media.

It is also an opportunity for croquet players to 
watch professional footage of the best players in 
Australia in competition!

Players in the first event, on 10 April, will 
include leading Australian players such as Kevin 
Beard, Owen Dickinson and John van der Touw.

Check out Kayo, and tune in.  
See https://www.kayosports.com.au/browse

Tell your friends! Pass it on!
Further information: Sarina Cevaal-Hewitt,  

0459 508 728 / secretary@croquetvic.asn.au
New Kayo Video

ALL DATES TO BE ADVISED

https://www.kayosports.com.au/browse
https://youtu.be/owUeLzXp1z8
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Can An Introductory Croquet Course Fulfil 
Its Promises?
Bob Phillips bobphillips@bigpond.com

One of the ways clubs encourage people to 
play croquet is by conducting introductory 
courses. Strathfield Coquet Club conducted 
such a free course on three consecutive Friday 
mornings for Sydney U3A in November 2020 
and promised six prospective participants that 
they would have fun, be intellectually stimulated, 
have new social interactions, enhance their 
sense of well-being and learn new skills. This list 
of promises reflects the usual things croquet 
players say about why they play the game and join 
a club. 

On the lawns the participants were introduced 
to different forms of croquet, and to gate ball, by 
a team of coaches using skill drills, games and 
homework, which sometimes involved viewing 
selected videos. In the clubhouse they had Q and 
A sessions, a video presentation Croquet Evolution, 
and an evaluation session. A self-supplied (Covid-19 
limitations) picnic lunch was also included in the 
program. A coordinator, who was not a coach, 
reached out to the participants before the course, 
during the course and after the course finished.

The six participants rated aspects of the course 
on a 5-point scale. 

U3A 2020, A TASTE OF CROQUET 
SUMMARY OF RATINGS FROM 6 PARTICIPANTS 1 2 3 4 5

How much fun did you have on the course? – – – – 6
Do you feel that you were intellectually stimulated? – – – 1 5
How much do you feel you interacted with other players and coaches? – – – 2 4
Do you feel that the exercise helped your sense of well-being? – – – – 6
Did you learn any new skills? – – – – 6
How do you rate the coordination of the course? – – – – 6
How do you rate the coaching? – – – – 6
How do you rate the PowerPoint presentation? – – – 1 5

Written and oral comments also revealed 
a high degree of satisfaction with the course. 
Two participants joined the club and two more 
are thinking about it.

The demonstrated success of this course 
should be of interest not only to other croquet 
clubs, but also to organisations which have as 
their brief, the enhancement of the physical, 
mental and emotional health of those who 
have retired from work. Croquet has much to 
recommend it. It is a reasonably priced game, 
which can be pursued as a tournament sport 
requiring practice, application and discipline, or as 
a once-a-week opportunity to get out and apply 
the muscles and brain, have a few laughs, and go 

home tired. New friendships arise as well as the 
chance to travel and play other clubs. There is 
a range of ways members can contribute to the 
functioning of a club and many of these require 
the application of skills learnt in the world of work. 

The full case study can be obtained from the 
author, or viewed for a short period of time on 
the Strathfield Croquet Club website. The course 
schedule and evaluation form also can be provided 
by the author. The coaching session plans can be 
provided by Ruth Bridger krbridger@bigpond.com. 
The video Croquet Evolution can be viewed on the 
Strathfield Croquet Club website, Croquet Matters, 
Croquet Development page.
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WORKING TOGETHER
The National Publicity Committee agreed it was 
time to produce a National Promotional Video.

A number of quotes were obtained and Sound 
Image in Melany Queensland was awarded the job.  

Tony Walker from Launceston Tasmania wrote 
the script and the Sound Image Team went to 
work.

The Australian Croquet Academy organised the 
venue, participants, food and footage to be taken.

Eildon Croquet Club was the venue and their 
members did a magnificent job hosting the event.

The final cut was then sent to KDM to maximise 
our exposure on social media.

Tom, Jon and Nick produced a mini promotional 
clip and banners for World Croquet Day.

John Hayes from Coaching cohort then 
developed a Club locator for each of the adverts.

The club locator allows all visitors to the 
Facebook site to find their local Club.

To view the final product simply click on the 
links below or visit us on Facebook today

Promotional Video
https://fb.me/2APhp9BZghBqn7G

Facebook Post
https://fb.me/1H5Lt47c9UTQOCd

World Croquet Day Short Video
https://fb.me/1Fv2ZvJo58AACr8
OVER 50 000 IMPRESSIONS ON SOCIAL MEDIA

ANNOUNCING THE 

HOOP MAKER 
MALLETS

GOLF CROQUET 
AUSTRALIAN MASTERS

TO BE HELD AT THE

FORSTER CROQUET CLUB
FORSTER NSW

AUSTRALIA
OVER THREE DAYS

ON FRIDAY 11th to SUNDAY 13th JUNE 2021

ENTRANTS MUST BE A 2 HANDICAP OR BELOW

LEVEL PLAY

FIRST PRIZE $1,500
SECOND PRIZE $1,000

THIRD PRIZE $500
FOURTH PRIZE $200

BEST 1 HANDICAP $200
BEST 2 HANDICAP $200

THERE IS A MAXIMUM OF 40 ENTRANTS 
BASED ON ORDER OF ENTRY APPLICATION

APPLICATION COMMENCES ON 
1st February 2021

APPLICATION FEE $200.00

FOR ENTRY APPLICATION AND PAYMENT 
PLEASE SEND AN EMAIL TO 

forstercroquetclub@gmail.com
REQUESTING A PLACE IN THE 40 AVAILABLE

Please contact Peter Coles 
pxcoles@gmail.co 

0419419106

https://fb.me/2APhp9BZghBqn7G
https://fb.me/1H5Lt47c9UTQOCd
https://fb.me/1Fv2ZvJo58AACr8
http://www.gateball.com.au
mailto:pxcoles@gmail.co
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Lorraine Bray
Lorraine was born in Toowoomba, and her  
early life was a mobile one, the result of having  
a father who was a police officer. In 1939  
Lorraine’s father was transferred to Tiaro and  
until Lorraine’s family moved to Maryborough, 
Lorraine travelled on the rail motor from Tiaro  
to Maryborough to attend school.

Lorraine enlisted in the Australian Women’s 
Army Corps and served her country until 
discharged at the end of the war. She then 
commenced employment as secretary to Mel 
Horsburgh  in the firm of G.H Horsburgh & Co., 
and remained there until she married. For many 
years Lorraine was Secretary of Maryborough 
Show Society, retiring from the position in 1997. 
She was awarded Life Membership of the Show 
Society for her years of dedicated work.

Lorraine played many sports including 
basketball, tennis and hockey. It was through 
hockey that Lorraine met her husband Ron.  
Ron and Lorraine married in 1952 and had two 
children, Paul and Lynn. Sadly Ron passed away 
in 1973. As a result of injuring herself at tennis 
Lorraine decided to take up croquet as her mother 
had played the game for many years. Lorraine 
quickly showed her natural talent for the sport and 
was soon looking for challenges in a wider arena.

Lorraine always committed herself to the 
croquet club and held the position of treasurer 
continuously for many years. She was also a 
Greens Director and held the position of President, 
Club Captain and was Tournament Manager for 
the Biennial and Masters Tournaments for many 
years. Lorraine always considered it to be her 
duty to pass on her knowledge of the game to 
new members and those wishing to improve their 
game. Her commitment to the club was recognised 
in Life Membership.

Lorraine achieved at local, state and national 
level. In 1963 she won her first state championship 
in 2nd Division Singles and from there her 

career escalated. Up 
until her retirement 
from competition in 
1996, Lorraine has been 
Queensland Doubles 
Champion on seven  
occasions, Queensland 
Singles Champion on 
nine occasions and she 
represented Queensland 
20 times – 6 of these 
being Queensland 
Captain, She also won the 
prestigious Gibson Medal 
on 10 occasions. Lorraine 
won the Australian Ladies 
Singles Championship on two occasions and was 
runner-up on two occasions. She also won the 
Australian Doubles Championship twice. Lorraine 
represented Australia in the MacRobertson 
Shield played in New Zealand in 1979. She again 
represented Australia in 1988 and 1990, winning 
the coveted Tasman Shield on both occasions.

The highlight of Lorraine’s career was her win in 
her first Australian Singles Championship, coming 
from an unwinnable position at 0-24 to win the 
game 26-24. She also has the distinction of being 
the first lady in Australia to complete a triple peel 
in a competition game.

In 2000 Lorraine was awarded the Australian 
Sports Medal for her achievements and serviced 
to the sport of croquet. The medal was cast to 
commemorate the staging of the Olympic Games 
in Australia and was awarded to an elite few in 
a number of sports. On 25th November 2007 
Lorraine was honoured for a long and illustrious 
career in the sport of croquet by being accepted 
with pride into Maryborough’s Walk of Achievers 
with a plaque inserted in the Achiever’s Walk 
on the corner of Wharf and Richmond Streets, 
Maryborough.

Memorable Moments
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I started playing Gateball in Southport Croquet 
Club, when I was 12 years old in July 2017. 
My grandparents and my mum, all Gateballers, 
were practising at home all the time. One day, 
mum passed me a Gateball stick; she asked me to 
try; and Gateball has been in my life since that day. 
After a few weeks of practice, I went to Eildon for 
my first Gateball team competition in August 2017. 
That’s how it all started, and I became a regular 
croquet player in my club.

At the age of 12, I travelled to Sydney with the 
teams to participate in the Australian Gateball 
Championship. Since then, I have been travelling 
around to participate in the Gateball teams and 
doubles events, from Rockhampton down to 
Melbourne. With the Local Sports Championship 
award and an ACA Scholarship, the long distance 
travel became affordable. I have won a few team 
competitions and doubles competitions. Mostly, 
I enjoy the social play with my fellow Gateballers 
during our social events every week.

Once I developed a reasonable understanding 
of the game and the skills for Gateball, Jim and 
Barbara Northcott from Southport Croquet Club 
encouraged me to take up Ricochet as the second 
code of Croquet. I had my first Ricochet competition 
in July 2018 after a few months of coaching and 
practice. Gaye Pitman, a top croquet player, offered 
me some Golf Croquet coaching sessions. Later in 
2018, I entered my first Golf Croquet competition. 
After 18 months since joining Southport Croquet 
Club, I had picked up 3 codes. My Gateball skills 
allowed me the quick adaptation to play other 
codes. I had some success in winning some 
competitions in these 3 codes throughout 2019. 
In January 2020, I learned how to play Association. 
After 5 weeks of practise, I was the Runner-Up for 
the Southport Shield Division 4 competition.

In 2021, I am 16, a Year 11 student and play 
all 4 Codes of Croquet. During the past 3 and half 
years, I balanced between my school work and my 

croquet life with ‘trying my best’ attitude. I won a 
“Cultural Award” last year at school. Although it is 
a struggle to fit croquet into my busy school life, 
it gives me a sense of relaxation either in social 
play or competition setting. The experiences of 
being a member of the Southport Croquet Club 
bring a totally different social interaction group to 
my life. As a normal teenager, I am so grateful to 
have this opportunity to be around so many great 
‘older’ croquet players. It expands my ability to be a 
great person around different generations, and to 
develop consideration and thoughtfulness towards 
older people. It’s a big part of building myself to be a 
better person in the future – to be loyal, respectful, 
and to show acceptance and understanding. 

In 2018, I said this in the Gold Coast Bulletin 
newspaper interview, “I’ll probably play Croquet 
my whole life and become a life member.” In 2021, 
I am still going strong with this intention. It will be 
harder to balance my school and Croquet life in 
the future, but I believe my love for Croquet will 
be with me forever.

Ethan Chilton

PLAYER PROFILE
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Shortly after my appointment to the role of National 
Coaching Co-ordinator a meeting was held with all 
State Coaching Directors in Melbourne.

Cam Tradell from SportAus also attended and 
provided some clarity on our requirements and 
the opportunities we should be focussing on.

Some of the key objectives from the meeting 
were to:
• Produce a Pathways to Coaching for every 

Mallet sport.
• Simplify the online General Principles 

requirements.
• Improve the process for completing the 

logbooks.
• The need to train ,motivate and support 

Coaches in their role.
Once all material for the coaching manuals was 
written, formatted and edited with diagrams and 
illustrations the following Manuals were produced:
• General Principles and ACA Requirements
• Presenter Assessor Training Manual
• Golf Croquet Levels 1, 2, 3
• Association Croquet Levels 1, 2, 3,4
• Ricochet Levels 1, 2
• Gateball Levels 1, 2, 3

The Manuals were reviewed by SportAus and 
all the State Coaching Directors. The ANCC and 
NCC then completed a final edit before they were 
professionally formatted and published.  

Over 100 training videos were also produced 
for Coaches.

A National Tour was then completed to refresh/
train as many existing Foundation/One Coaches as 
possible with the new program and to sign off new 
presenters/assessors in every State.

There was a total of 38 days of training. Special 
Thanks must go to everyone who provided me 
with a billet and the following Clubs for allowing us 
to use their venue.  

Queensland
Headland Buderim (1 day) Nambour (1 day) 
Bribie Island (2 days) Stephens (1 day) 
Southport (2 days) Windsor (1 day) 
Bundaberg (1 day) Maryborough (1 day)

New South Wales
Newcastle (4 days) 
Queanbeyan (1 day) 
Goodwin retirement Village (1.5 days) 
Canberra  (1.5 days)

Western Australia
Forest Park (4 days)

South Australia
Headquarters Hutt Road (4 days)

Tasmania
Kington  (4 days) 
Northern Tasmanian Croquet Centre (3 days)

Victoria
Victorian Croquet Centre (5 days)

Overall I have trained and certified   
• 146 Level 1  Golf Croquet Coaches 
• 140 Level 2 Golf Croquet Coaches 
• 25 Level 3  Golf Croquet Coaches 
• 112 Level 1 Association Coaches 
• 107 Level 2 Association Coaches 
• 27 Level 3 Association Coaches 
• 8 Level 4 Association Coaches 
• 19 Level 1 Ricochet Coaches 
• 13 Level 2 Ricochet Coaches 
• 11 Level 1 Gateball Coaches
All participants have been trained in General 
Principles and their ACA requirements.  
27 Presenter Assessors have also been signed off 
around Australia to train Coaches.

An improve your Game Session for all players was 
also conducted in each state (Qld is scheduled) Over 
287 people have attended these sessions so far.

I am very proud of what we have achieved and 
would like to thank the National Coaching Team 
for their hard work and support.
I also look forward to seeing more Coaches trained 
with the new National Package and providing 
Clubs with a reliable service.

Well Done Everyone
Greg Bury
National Coaching Coordinator.

Coaching Update
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The Australian Croquet Academy Update
On October 16, 2020 the Australian Croquet 
Academy was launched with a zoom meeting with 
all States.

Shortly after, an Academy Development Plan 
was completed and signed off by the Board.

This Development Plan can be found on the 
Australian Croquet website and includes an action 
plan for the following initiatives:
• Improve channels of communication
• Assist clubs with recruitment, retention, 

participation, information and support
• Provide improve education training and 

development
• Build closer relationships and work 

collaboratively with stakeholders
• Re-brand and renew mallet sports Australia-

wide including all states and territories.  

Five National programs have also been identified :
• National Strategic publicity and communication 

program
• National Strategic grants and sponsorship 

program
• National pathways and development program
• National recruitment and retention program
• National Youth training program

A number of initiatives and tasks have already 
been completed with a full review of the action 
plan scheduled in June/July.

The first edition of the online magazine can 
be found on the Australian Croquet website. The 
Christmas edition was a huge success receiving 
lots of positive feedback.  This free communication 
will be issued every quarter.

Our first promotional videos are ready now 
for release and will be available on the Australian 
Croquet Website.  The first promo will focus on 
World Croquet Day. Clubs will be able to use 
these resources to help attract new members and 
promote our magnificent sport.

We are in the process of signing off an additional 
4 videos and 15 banners for social media.  

A social media campaign will also be used to 
promote our special events.

52 podcasts have been approved, the plan is to 
take our time and produce a high quality product 
that is full of great information that is also fun to 
engage with.

Recently we launched Game Plan this is a free 
Club health check that provides clubs with action 
plans and resources to help them perform at their 
best.

Currently we have SportAus and Queensland 
Uni working on a special project using this data.

Academy Updates have been completed in 
QLD, NSW, WA, SA, TAS and VIC with another one 
scheduled in Qld within the month.

These sessions were very successful with plans 
to continue keeping  all States up to date with the 
Academy’s progress.

The Youth training program is under 
development with a trial planned in June /July.

Looking at Schools and Universities having 
croquet lawns on their grounds and using clubs for 
the School championships.

A Donation App has been installed on the 
Australian Croquet Website in the coming week. All 
donations are tax deductable.

Work has started on the Academy page on the 
Australian Croquet Website. This will be trialled 
and tested before going live.

A Club Support section will also be developed. 
This will include information such as lawn Care.

We are also in the process of collecting Player 
Profiles and Wikipedia summaries that will be 
included on the website.

Over the next 3 months I will be spending 
more time building our brand and investigating 
opportunities for grants and sponsorship.

I have only been in the role for a short time and 
feel proud of what has been achieved so far.

I am looking forward to providing all 
Associations and Clubs with the service and 
support they need and deserve.

Greg Bury
General Manager
The Australian Croquet Academy
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SPORTAUS GAMEPLAN UPDATE
On Tuesday the 9th of March the Australian 
Croquet Academy launched Game Plan.

A number of Clubs have completed the first 
stage and are already receiving the benefits.

SO WHAT IS GAME PLAN?
Sport Australia’s Game Plan is a digital platform 
designed to provide sporting clubs of all sizes with 
insights into their current capability and connect 
them with specific tools and resources to build and 
support ongoing development. It will replace the 
existing Club Health Check.

Game Plan is designed to:
• Assess a club’s capability and performance at a 

time relevant to them.
• Identify areas for improvement.
• Provide access to relevant resources to support 

club development.
• Inform the direction and priority of activities 

and investment to build capability.

Game Plan has been developed to enable a 
club to improve the quality of skills of its people, 
the volunteers and management, to adapt quickly 
and maximise the resources a club has. When key 
committee workforce is churned or lost, the club 
will have access to a trusted record, allowing or-
ganisational continuity over time.

Game Plan has 6 easy to use steps:
1 To build a Club profile
2 Identify the priorities
3 Create an assessment
4 Develop a plan
5 Allocate some resources
6 Monitor the results

THE BENEFITS
IT’S FREE
All clubs complete a health check and receive an 
action plan with all opportunities identified.

SportAus provides support with a number of 
tools and resources. Improvements can be made 
at Local, State and National levels

Good decisions can be made from accurate 
Data. The Australian Croquet Academy can provide 
Support Programs that can assist clubs facing the 
same concerns.

Watch the short video below to find out more.
https://youtu.be/ooFZnHinlak
Then register and get started today by clicking on 
the link below!

GET STARTED WITH GAME PLAN

For any additional information please contact  
Greg Bury gregjbury26@gmail.com

Help your Club become the best it can be.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ooFZnHinlak
https://youtu.be/ooFZnHinlak
https://www.sportaus.gov.au/club-development
mailto: https://youtu.be/ooFZnHinlak
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THE GUESS WHO COMPETITION
CONGRATULATIONS TO BARB PIGGOTT

WINNER OF THE GUESS WHO COMPETITION

Simon Hockey

Tony Hall

Alix Verge

Terry Ericson, Cynthia Tacey, 
Willy Silk

Sue Anderson

Janine McHardy

Callum Hyland

Kevin Beard

Make your Tax Deductible 
Donation today or before 

June 30

The Australian Croquet Academy 
appreciates your support

DONATE

https://asf.org.au/donate/aust-croquet-academy/
https://asf.org.au/donate/aust-croquet-academy/
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EVERY SHOT YOU PLAY NEEDS A ROUTINE

ROUTINES
Players should develop a consistent routine in 
preparation for each stroke. A routine for a single 
ball stroke could be:
• Take your grip.
• Stalk the ball
• Take your stance/

position.
• Visualise the outcome.
• Keep your head down.
• Keep the body still.
• Backswing is 

controlled.
• Hit the ball in the 

centre.
• The swing is a fluid 

motion.
• Follow-through.

When teaching or 
reviewing a player’s 
routine, it is important that you observe several 
times before jumping in with any suggestions. 
Before advising of any changes, you need to be 
sure that something is happening constantly. Be 
careful that both you and the player are fixing the 
root cause and not creating an additional concern. 
If unsure of what is happening the use of video 
footage can be an effective tool.

It is important that players develop  a routine 
for every shot.

The probability of success is 
greatly increased through the use of 
a well-developed routine. This may also minimise 
the development of bad habits.

Coaching Corner with Greg Bury

280 Tod Road,   R D 2 
Otane, Hawkes Bay 4277 
 
Freephone 0800 MALLET 
Tel    : 027 566 2690 
Mobile: 021 637 945 
george@woodmallets.com                              

Wood Mallets Ltd is the largest manufacturer of club 
level croquet mallets in the world. Renowned for superb 
craftsmanship, well priced  equipment and great  
service.   
 
Our croquet mallets are made to the highest possible 
standards using the best materials by craftsmen who 
are proud of their workmanship.   

                                                          

www.woodmallets.com 
 

 

Since 1982 

 

 George Wood 

Championship approved hoops $395 + GST 

For all your croquet  
requirements or even 
just advice, call me or 

visit our web site. 
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It’s great to be back passing gates in 2021 and 
Gateballers are looking forward to an Australian 
Gateball Championships to be held on the Gold 
Coast from the 17th to the 19th September. 
International borders will not be open, although 
we are hoping that our friends from New Zealand 
may be able to join us. They will be welcomed! 
However, Australian Teams have only won the 
event twice over the ten occasions the event 
has been held. Past champions Canberra and 
2019’s finalists Kew will be two of the interstate 
contenders vying for the title!

Our flagship event is also a time to encourage 
others to take up the game. Anyone interested 
can email info@gateball.com.au and will be 
recommended a local contact who can help. There 
are plenty of new Gateball Coaches eager to apply 
their skills and share their passion for the game 
with others.

For the first time ever, Gateball now has at least 
a toehold in all states. Meagan Fardon, the recently 
retired ACA Chair, is fanning the embers in WA. 
Brian Rubock from Queensland, also a member 
of the Latrobe club near Devonport in Tasmania, 
is cultivating a group of players in the island state. 
Sets of Gateball Australia equipment have been 
loaned while these playing groups become more 
established. Any other clubs wishing to take up 
the game can also ask to borrow equipment 
from State Gateball Coordinators or the National 
Coordinator of Gateball.

Newly elected ACA board member and previous 
Qld State Director, Barbara Northcott, has found 
a great venue for us for the Nationals. Unusually, 
we are using a Sports Stadium and our hire costs 
include having the grass mown suitably and 

plenty of courts marked. 
Accommodation and food 
could also be available on 
site. Internationally, Gateball 
has been played at large multisports playing 
facilities sometimes, so this will be good practice.

For the first time ever, the event will be a 
Championships (Plural). The Inaugural Australian 
Open Doubles Championship will be held on the 
Friday morning. Each team entering the event will 
be invited to nominate a pair. While the doubles 
are being played, the remainder of teams can play 
in a lower key interstate triples challenge.  

While we are looking forward to the Australian 
Gateball Championships, state and club events 
are back on the agenda. Only 7 events were held 
in 2020. NSW was lucky to play at Newcastle in 
February, Queensland managed 5 events, including 
their State Championships, while SA determinedly 
squeezed in their President’s Cup at the end of 
the year, despite being pushed back by a sudden 
lockdown! 2021 started with a small event in NSW, 
a much larger one in Brisbane and then, after no 
competitions since the 2019 Nationals, Victoria 
managed to hold their 2021 State Championships 
on the last weekend of March!

(PS For those who don’t know, Gateball 
Australia is the name the ACA uses for its Gateball 
operations. The ACA Constitution requires us to 
use the name and was a requirement of the World 
Gateball Union, when that organisation invited the 
ACA to join its ranks. Gateballers value the support 
and our inclusion in the ACA, State Associations 
and our individual clubs. Because of our smaller 
numbers the ACA also supports a website - see 
www.gateball.com.au )

Passing Gates with John Park

                	 	 	      Website: dawsonballs.com           Email: auscroquetco@gmail.com
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MURPHY’S LAWS OF CROQUET

LAW 1
No matter how bad your last stroke was, the 
worst is yet to come. This law does not expire at 
rover hoop (or hoop 13 for Golf Croquet players), 
since it has the supernatural tendency to extend 
over the course of the tournament, summer and, 
eventually, a lifetime.

LAW 2
Your best game of croquet will be followed 
almost immediately by your worst game ever. 
The probability of the latter increases with the 
number of people you tell about the former.

LAW 3
Expensive balls are hoop-magnetic, and vice-versa. 
Although this cannot be proved in the laboratory, 
it is a known fact that the more expensive the balls 
or hoops, the more they are inclined to stick to the 
other.

LAW 4
Croquet balls never bounce back off the hoop into 
a hoop-running position. If one does, it is breaking 
a law of the universe, and should be destroyed.

LAW 5
No matter what causes a croquet player to muff 
a shot, the partner and all the spectators must 
solemnly chant “You looked up!” or invoke the 
wrath of the universe.

LAW 6
The higher a croquet player’s handicap, the more 
qualified he or she deems themselves as an 
instructor. 

(“A Little Piece of Nonsense” adapted by 
Creina Dawson to suit the game of Croquet and 
further adapted by Jim Clement to be relevant to 

Golf Croquet)

Parbery
AUTHENTICITY AND COMMUNITY

At Parbery, we’re forging a new way of working, with a fresh approach to con-

sulting. We’re bringing people – and solutions – closer together, leveraging your 

knowledge and our experience across project and program delivery, procure-

ment and contract management, organisational change, financial consulting, and 

everything in between.

• Change & Transformation Enablement

• Cost Estimation & Activity Based Costing

• Grant Administration & Management

• Procurement & Contract Management

• Financial Advisory & Assurance

• Business Advisory & Consulting

• Project & Program Management

• Strategic Communication & Engagement

Successful communication is based on strong, authentic relationships. 

That’s why Parbery is more than a supplier, we’re your partner.

We do it ‘with’ you, not ‘to’ you. 
Unit 9/65 Tennant Street, Fyshwick ACT 2609 

Phone 02 5100 2461 admin@parbery.com.au

www.parbery.com.au

Senior manager Annette 

Watson says she and 

colleague Brendan Egan have 

a wealth of experience in the 

not-for-profit sector: 

Brendan Egan says Parbery is 

dedicated to the community 

in everything they do, with an 

ethos of being authentic and 

part of the community.


